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Dinner Co-Chairs 
Beth Mejia and Creg Schumann 
and the 2011 Dinner Committee 
cordially invite you to attend the 


BE PART OF 22nd Annual 


EQUALITY Human Rights Campaign 
Gala Dinner 


Saturday 
September 10, 2011 


5pm - VIP Reception 
6pm - Silent Auction 
à 7pm - Dinner Program 


RIGHTS 


CAMPAIGN 10pm - After Party 


At: 
The Depot Minneapolis 
225 Third Avenue South 
Minneapolis, ММ 55401 


Purchase Tickets: 
twincities.hrc.org 
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Thursday, September 15 


Pr€-party: Soprano's tralian Kirchen 

9:30 - 700 PM 

The Shops at West End - 533] loth St. St. Louis Park 
Sopranosmncom 


ShowPlace ICON 
THE Shops at West End - 162.5 West End Bd. St: Lous Park 


Theater Doors Open: 700 PM 
Movie: 7:30 PM 
Tickets $10 1n advance - $5 at door 


Includes gift bags for everyone. 


Ticket sales benefit: Е- 


Purchase tickets at: 
Wide Roast Cafe, 65 Main St. SE. Mpls 


Or online at: 
LavendérMagaziné.com/summeérofprideé 
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TO WIN PRIZES IN 
EVERY ISSUE! 
Go to www.lavendermagazine. 
com/category/contests-and- 
promotions/ 


CHECK OUT р 
Our Lavender Digital Edition at — : 
lavendermagazine.com 


CHECK OUT THE LYNX IN ACTION AT: 


http://www.lavendermagazine.com/lynx/ 
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ә WandaWisdom.com 
THE ORIGINAL PODCASTING DRAG QUEEN 


Wanda's Got Big Bloopers! 7 
Head on over to 

Wanda's YouTube site 
(http://youtube.com/ 
wandawisdom) and check 
out the the 30 some videos 
your favorite podcasting 
drag queen has uploaded! 


BIG BigGayNews.com 


NEWS| YOUR DAILY PODCAST OF GLBT 
ЕО WORLD NEWS! 


Top Headlines 

/ NYC Woman Sues Sizzler Over Alleged Homophobic 
Attack by Manager 

V California Gay Marriage Ban Case to be Heard Sept. 6 

V Texas Governor Perry Snared by Gay Marriage Issue 

/ New Poll Shows Generation Gap Over МҮ Gay Marriage 


Get Your News in 12 Languages! 

Big Gay News now offers TWELVE foreign language 
newswires! You can get international GLBT news from 
hundreds of sources in twelve different languages. 
There is absolutely no other site offering this much 
relevant content. Visit http://biggaynews.com today! 


-- DIGITAL EXTRA: DINING GUIDE & POOR LITTLE WANDACUP VIDEO! 


a | HAVE 


NS Park Nicollet 


Park Nicollet is the only health care provider in Minnesota 
named a leader in LGBT equality by Human Rights 
Campaigns Health Care Equality Index 2011 report. 


parknicollet.com 
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| Free Consultation * Affordable Fees 
ww» | | М BECKY A. MOSHIER 

THE REMODELER YOU CAN TRUST \ ATTORNEY-AT-LAW 
та 1. 651.645.1211 


2233 University Аме. W. Ste. 420 ® St. Paul 
D minutes to Downtown Minneapolis or St. Paul 


In my 21st year of service to our community. 
We are a debt relief agency. We help people file for relief under the Bankruptcy Code. 


Every decision we make has financial ramifications. 


www.beckymoshier.com 


When you need professional help, we understand. We talk with 

the IRS so you don't have to. We have been preparing all types of 02 2 
taxes current and back taxes for over 20 years. We also provide |“ 3 
Business Consulting and Certified Financial Planning with NO 

Product sales. 


KAREN R. PALM CPA 
о сои id 


4330 Nicollet Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55409 www.palmkcpa.com 
612.821.1100 / 651.690.3442 


HOW TO AVOID PAYING TOO MUCH 


Whether you’re a first-time buyer or an old pro at the real estate game, 
buying a home can be a daunting process. It’s an emotional time filled with 
difficult choices, and each decision you make has money riding on it. 


To order this report email Joe@DRGMpls.com 
or call 855.777.7225 ext: 103 today. 
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| FROM THE EDITOR | by Andy Lien 


I BROUGHT MY eight-year old nephew 
to Lavender's “Out in the Stands" night at 
Target Field. I'd never been to Target Field, 
so I was а little concerned. It's one thing to go 
with someone older than eight who’s already 
been there—or one who hasn’t, but can 
stumble through all the first-times with me. 
It’s another to be The Adult. Being The Adult 
means I have to know What’s Going On. I 
asked my friends. I asked my coworkers. I 
asked my brother. Okay, okay, okay. Park 
there, walk there, and 7th Street ends at the 
Field. And it did. And we got there. 

Once we walked through the gates I 
looked out at the expanse of people and 
seats...looked down at our tickets...looked 
up again...and had no clue as to where to 
go. I was not blessed with a great sense of 
direction. I can get from Point A to Point B 
with aplomb, but usually by envisioning the 
map or layout in my head. I prefer visual 
cues. I hadn’t looked for our seats online 
before setting out for the Field and I was 
paying for that by being stymied. In the heat. 
With an eight-year old. Who was hungry. 

Then I saw us. 

I saw people wearing the same t-shirt 
that I was and I knew I was close to our 
destination. Visual cues—white t-shirts, red 
and blue “Out in the Stands” logos, smiles. I 
followed them. At the flagpole, I uploaded a 
picture to Facebook of Courtney raising the 
flag as our “Out in the Stands” representative 
and got directions to our section of seats 
from her friends. Everything was so much 
more manageable once I’d found us. 

Going the direction I'd been pointed, the 
bunny warren full of people again became 
confusing. I'm not sure if it was the rate at 
which I kept glancing at my ticket or that my 
nephew asked his usual question, “Auntie, do 
you know where we're going?" rather loudly, 
but soon a gentleman in a red Target Field 
shirt asked me if we needed help finding 
our seats. Ohmygoshthankyouyeswedo. 
Without knowing exactly where they were, 
he informed me how to get there based 
simply on the fact that I was wearing the 
“Out in the Stands" t-shirt. 

We followed his directions and, suddenly, 
we were there. With us. We joined a sea 
of white t-shirts and we settled in, happy. 
Almost everyone around us was part of our 
group and, though we didn’t know them, we 
belonged. The man seated to my nephew’s 
left, Mark, ended up sort of adopting us, 
whether or not he knew it (or would have 
volunteered to do it) as eight-year olds tend 
to drop all sorts of things when watching a 
ballgame and eating their way through my 
wallet. Mark was on the left and I was on the 
right. He was gracious and so very nice. The 
game was played and, all too soon, a bedtime 
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loomed and it was time to leave. 

As we retraced our steps to leave the 
Field after the sixth inning, we ran into the 
same gentleman in the red Target Field shirt 
who had helped us find our seats. He asked 
us how our night was and I told him that we 
had a wonderful time. I sheepishly explained 
that I was new to Lavender and a little 
embarrassed to be so lost at our own event, 
so his assistance was ever so appreciated. 
We got to get down to the business of having 
a great time sooner, thanks to his help. 

He smiled and said that he was so glad 
that we all enjoyed ourselves, gesturing to 
my t-shirt. Then, he held eye contact and 
pointedly said, “I had a great time, too.” 

He smiled again, more broadly—a subtle 
emphasis to his statement. 

I got it. I understood. And, I realized 


that-whether or not he was wearing a white 
t-shirt with a red and blue “Out in the Stands” 
logo—he was with us, too. 

The perfect end to a lovely evening “Out 
in the Stands.” 


With thanks, 
Andy 


Hot Fun т the Summertime (Above): 
Special thanks to Barb Zapzalka at 
Pumphouse Creamery for hosting our 
cover shoot with the actresses of 
Fertile Ashes: Catherine, Mel, Kim, and 
Sweetpea. Fun shoot, delicious props, 
beautiful people. See allthe photos fromthe 
shoot on LavenderMagazine.com or on our 
Facebook page. 


WELLS 


Turning our schools into vanao 
safe spaces for everyone 


When kids learn the value of inclusiveness at school, 
they carry it with them throughout life. That’s why 
Wells Fargo supports and partners with organizations 
such as the Gay, Lesbian and Straight Education 
Network, Hetrick-Martin Institute, the Make It Better 
project, and the Trevor Project to combat bullying in 
our schools and ensure all students have a safe place 
to learn. When students have the tools and support to 
realize their potential, we all win. 


Recognizing the important work of organizations 
that make schools safer for all students. 


wellsfargo.com/lgbt 


Together we'll go far 


© 2011 Wells Fargo Bank, М.А. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. 
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URRY! CALL NOW FOR DETAILS! 


Medical Director SAV E EV E N 
MORE WITH 


Personalized follow-up Our financing plans and 


spending your life savings. nearsightedness vision care and Best Price Guarantee make у 0 U R V | S | 0 М 


Save up to 50% every day on farsightedness FREE ENHANCEMENTS ... LASIK affordable to more 


Custom Wavefront LASIK. ASTIGMATISM because we care. people than ever before. CA R Е 0 R 


CALL 866-685-6994 :д amma д maa, АСТ BY g: FLEX PLAN. 
OR VISIT WWW.JOFFE.COM : SEP 30 jw] ASK US HOW! 
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2311 Wayzata Boulevard South * Minneapolis, MN 55405 . Е 
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| AWORD IN EDGEWISE | by E.B. Boatner 


It's Right There in Black-and-White 


"IT'S RIGHT THERE in black and white," folks say, citing some 
line in a religious text or political agenda to justify discrimination, 
persecution or prosecution of whomever they wish to prove their 
superiority. 

A fundamentalist's “Black/White” is a rigid world-view, a binary 
set of beliefs that lifts from its members the onerous task of thinking, 
sifting, or analyzing information coming from without their closed 
system. In a fundamentalist world, there are only two places to be: 
One of Us-or One of Them. We/Us are right and saved; They/Them 
are damned or at least consigned to a non-participatory status in the 
group. “Other” is a useful category in which to contain and control 
dissenters who become not just different or misguided, but Evil. 

The religious right, and I include Christians, Muslims and 
Jews-few religions are exempt- and political parties are drifting 
further and further apart into intransigent camps, seeking only to 
gain control, to keep the other side from “winning.” The Mormons, 
already rigidly dichotomized, have their own further right wing 
fundamentalist splinter groups, while right wing Christians routinely 
and painstakingly cherry-pick a book written in a different age by 
non-Christians to prove without doubt (to themselves) that gays 


are an abomination, ignoring other Hebraic sanctions in the same 
chapters. 

Parleys, meetings of minds, agreements, are secondary to 
gaining total power for the group. So why even write this essay? To 
fundamentalist adherents, my words are nugatory, lacking power to 
persuade. Black-and-white does not dialogue. 

Frankly, l'm preaching to the choir, and my sermon is an 
exhortation to seek out the grays, the full spectrum of grays between 
the Black and the White bringing to light the nuances that will 
allow individuals of different religions, political views and sexual 
preferences to celebrate our likenesses and ties to our fellow beings. 

Without firm ties to others we will continue to drift inevitably into 
a world of theocracies, oligarchies, and autocracies. Just how that 
can be done, I don't know, but if inclusiveness is allowed to become 
exclusiveness, the few will create a smaller, meaner, more dangerous 
world. 

As local author Jonathan Odell (“The View from Delphi,” “Тһе 
Healing" wrote recently “Fundamentalism doesn't work in 
government any better than it does in religion. Both are gifts to 
tyrants." [1 
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Paul Rudd 


Ourldiot Brother 


IN EVERY гт < 
AUDITORIUM 


FOR ALL 
GUESTS 21+ 


JOIN EXTRAS. 
GET $6 MOVIES. 


* Select titles for members-onl 
just $6 with card - any day, any 
time at the box office 
ADDITIONAL PREMIUM EXPERIENCE SURCHARGE 
APPLIES FOR ALL REAL-D 3D TITLES 

* Free refill on all sizes of popcorn, 
soda, and ICEE® 
SAME DAY, SAME VISIT ONLY, NO SUBSTITUTIONS 


* Free VIP Upgrades Monday 
through Thursday with card - 
including holidays AT BOX OFFICE ONLY 


* $5 EXTRAS Matinee Combo 
featuring a small popcorn and 
a small soda 
AVAILABLE DURING MATINEES, BEFORE 6PM ONLY 


are 


REGISTER NOW AT SHOWPLACEICON.COM 


EXTRAS MEMBER BENEFITS INCLUDE: 


se м s s Oe 


! FREE LEGAL 
CONSULTATION ! 


О Family Law / Divorce O Criminal Defense 
a 9 Child Support QO Business & Civil Litigation 
О Domestic Partnerships О Wills and Powers of Attorney 


| || Randall S. Johnson (651) 646-3755 | | 


Attorney at Law www.rsjlaw.com 


east 42nd street salon Providing affordable legal services to the GLBT community since 1992 
612 729 4415 1 Offices conveniently located at Highway 94 and Snelling Avenue 
4805 Nicollet Ave S MINNEAPOLIS MN 55419 шан нына нн на на ë ë 


get your style fix. 


facials back facials ^ massage haircuts 
color makeup manicure pedicure waxing 


MEN'S DAY IS EVERY WEDNESDAY. 


Building LIFESTYLE 


$PA PACKAGES & GROUP 
SPECIALS AVAILABLE 


CHECK OUT OUR WEEKLY SPECIALS 
@FACEBOOK.COM/E4 2 SALON 


ІШ 


loe — dB 
2011 ROMA award winner for Additions over 600 square feet 
and Total House Remodels under 2500 square feet 


Office of Admission 651-748-5577 
moundsparkacademy.org 


UJOVICH 


Е Вам < BUILD 


2051 Larpenteur Avenue East 
Saint Paul, MN 55109 


Proudly Featuring 


612-338-2020 : 
EN MARVIN € 


www.vujovich.com а: mete 
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| SKIRTING THE ISSUES | by Ellen Krug 


GETTING ТО KNOW YOU 


TM NEW TO Lavender, so here's a little 
about me. 

First off, I have this thing about the GLB- 
ТА alphabet, since at one time or another, 
I've been each of those letters. I started off 
as an "A," a gay rights ally, living large as a 
hairy, deep-voiced, straight, white, married 
guy with two kids. Then, after 32 years (22 
married, 10 dating), I left my wife thinking I 
was a "G." That didn't last because I thought 
that really, I was just a “В,” so I went back 
to my poor wife. I left again when I started 
thinking I was a “T.” Thankfully, that did last, 
and now I'm a year post-op (both bottom and 


facial surgeries) dating a great woman with 
eyesight issues, who thinks that I’m beauti- 
ful. (I just had to add that last part; actually, it 
has nothing to do with the story.) I think this 
officially makes me a “L.” 

It’s not that I’m all that screwed up, at 
least not anymore. I’ve had years of therapy 
with multiple therapists. Finally, I found one 
who actually helped. She kicked the crap out 
of me before we were done, but at least I fig- 
ured things out. 

At age 52. 

Talk about coming to the party late. 

Part of the delay was denial. I had the life 


that any person would want, with a loving 
wife, two devoted daughters, and a success- 
ful career. How could I give that up? 

Another reason was my personality. I was 
a lawyer when [ lived as a man. Not just any 
kind of lawyer; I was an attack dog, son of 
a bitch, oh-why-do-we-have-to-deal-with-him 
kind of lawyer and person. Sure, my clients 
loved me, but almost everyone else-oppos- 
ing attorneys and their clients, people who 
worked for me, and others—hated me. 

I found that when you're frustrated 
with your life, it’s damn easy to attack, and 
sometimes decimate, other Continue on Page 15 


Taking pride in our community. 


At U.S. Bank, we take pride in being an active and vital member 
of the communities we serve. By investing our time, resources 
and skills, we join our customers in supporting the families, 
neighborhoods and organizations that make this community vibrant. 


We're proud to support the LGBT community. 


All of [TB serving you* 


usbank.com 
Member FDIC 
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For fifteen years The Harbor Group has 
- been navigating our community through 
current legal and financial systems 


that impact your family. 


LIVE & EARN 


Harbor 


Retirement Group, Inc. 


An Independent Financial & Legal Firm 
200 Village Center Drive, Suite 700 * North Oaks, MN 55127 


651-633-5611 
www.harborretirementgroup.com 


Securities offered through Harbour Investments, Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC 


What's Your Plan? 


Roya Moltaji 
| Special Needs Financial Planner, CFP®, ChFC®, CASL™ 
Financial Services Representative 

7900 International Drive, Suite 700 

| Bloomington, MN 55425 

rmoltaji@metlife.com 
www.FinancialStrategies.Metlife.com 


Call Roya today at 952-769-2126. 


Metropolitan Life Insurance Company, NY, NY & р 

10166. Financial Planning offered through © 
MetLife Securities, Inc., a registered investment 95 
adviser. 10511180680 [ехр12/12] [MN] 0 


For the if in life.? MetLife 


IMPORTED VODKA 


PLEASE DRINK RESPONSIBLY. 


TIME: 
5:30 - 8:00 PM 


COST: 
FREE 


Give yourself 
the gift of 
20/20 vision: 


Drs. Matthew Sharpe 
and Omar Awad could 
make it happen! 


WHERE: 


CRAVE 


FRESH * VIBRANT * AMERICAN 


825 Hennepin Ave. 
Downtown Minneapolis 


On the Rooftop 
(weather permitting) 


CASH BAR FEATURING 
ROKK Vodka drink specials 


ў 


Register to win great prizes 


Get to know your LasikP/us surgeons: 
Matthew SHARPE, M.D. AND Omar Амар, М.О. 
* Performed over 67,000 laser 
vision corrections combined 


* Use 100% bladeless LASIK technology 


* Offer guaranteed financing options* 


Call today to schedule your FREE LASIK EXAM: 


1(855)888-3937 


To learn more, visit LasikP/us.com 
EDINA * MAPLE GROVE = OAKDALE 


Most health and vision insurance L КР | 
plan discounts accepted a S | u S dz 
и : - и | Imagine your life т focus 
©2011 LCA-Vision Inc. dba LasikPlus. "Individual results will vary by patient. 
“Financing offer will be based on credit score. May require down payment 


and/or interest charges. See www.LasikPlus.com for details. 
©iStockphoto.com/lasikplus 
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smokin 


he was hot until he opened his mouth. 


SKIRTING THE ISSUES | by Ellen Krug 


Continued from Page 12 


people. I was horrible. I still shudder when 
I think about it. 

I hated myself for what I'd become, but I 
didn't know how to get out. I had the wrong 
life, the wrong gender, and the wrong values. 

What started my GLBTA alphabet hop- 
ping was a personal epiphany, September, 
11, a date that looms large for all of us. 

On the night of 9/11. I sat in a church. 
Midway through the Mass (please, I'm past 
being Catholic, but Pm going for dramatic 
effect), I realized for the first time that I'd die 
someday. I imagined sitting in seat 13A on 
American Flight 11, watching as the looming 
tower came into view, thinking last thoughts. 
One of those thoughts: you coward. I hadn't 
been brave enough to be me, the person in- 
side who had been itching to get out from 


the moment I first wore my sister's clothes. 
(Okay, maybe too much information, but 
hell, 12$ part of the story.) 

I started to understand that I was miss- 
ing. The genuine person inside hadn't been 
allowed to see the light of day. The imposter 
who had grown up in a society that couldn't 
tolerate “different,” had to go. 

Iknew that coming out would hurt many 
people who loved me. Remarkably, many 
of those people stuck by me. It wasn't easy, 
but I'm on the other side now, happy to re- 
port that life over here does exist. Гуе even 
managed to salvage relationships with my 
daughters and ex-wife. 

In going from boy to girl, I got to Ellen. 
In the process, I lost the attack dog, and I 
became kinder and gentler, a genuine per- 


son. We're talking really kind, as in I stop for 
turtles crossing the road. The people in my 
new life—I had to change cities-can't imag- 
ine the asshole I was. 

And that's how I want it. 

One more thing about me: I learned the 
power of gratitude. Not everyone can make 
the journey I’ve taken. I’m so lucky. 

Make that so incredibly lucky. 

In the end, I learned it's damn important 
to listen to yourself, to be genuine, regard- 
less of where it takes you, even if it's to a 
“Т” TIl always regret what I put loved ones 
through, but now, they seem to understand. 

Because I finally see and respect me. 

Funny how that happens. O 


CLOUTIER & BRAND Lr... 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW 


Over 40 Years Combined Legal Experience. 


* Auto Accidents 
* Family/Divorce/Custody 


* Criminal Defense 
* Domestic Partnerships 


* Second Parent Adoptions * Employment Discrimination 


* Wills & Trusts 


Elizabeth Cloutier 
PFLAG Member 


Rainbow Families Member 


612.332.5100 


www.cb-lawyers.com 
12 S. 6th St., Suite 225, Minneapolis, MN 


* Bankruptcy 


Our Exbertéise. 


Mintahoe 


CATERING & EVENTS 


Award-winning catering, event planning 
and memorable spaces for every occasion! 


; Nicollet Island Povilion . Уап Dusen Monsion & Events Center 
X Minneapolis Central Library . Cháteau at Medicine Lake 


вай Brandl 


Minnesota Boat Club . Saint Croix National Golf & Event Center 
Apples Catering . Perfect Host Catering . Mintahoe Beverage Services 


Picnics Plus! . Professional Foodservice . Twin City Casinos & Entertainment 


www.mintahoe.com . 612.253.0255 


FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 


2011 Winner, ‘Best Catered Event’ 
International Special Events Society - MN Star Awards 


LavenderMagazine.com | 15 


Sound advice—for an uncertain market. 


The right partnership can give you one of the most powerful tools in investing 
today—confidence. Your UBS Financial Advisor, backed by world-class research 

and resources, will work with you to create your plan that offers clear direction 

and relevant advice. Because in order to rebuild confidence in today's unpredictable 
marketplace, you need to surround yourself with a team you can count on. 


Advice you can trust starts with a conversation. 
Gregory Foster, Vice President-Investments 

681 East Lake Street, Wayzata, MN 55391 
952-475-9436 800-627-2463 
greg.fosterGubs.com — ubs.com/fa/gregfoster 


UBS Financial Services Inc. is a subsidiary of UBS AG. 
©2010 UBS Financial Services Inc. All rights reserved. Member SIPC. 31.20 Ad 4.85x2.33 RP1028 FosG 


3 UBS 


Lavender offers you more great 
ways to STAY CONNECTED! 


Become a fan of Big Gay News and Lavender on Facebook & Twitter to 
receive alerts and invitations to Lavender events. 


Download Big Gay News & Wanda Wisdom at iTunes.com. 


Have the latest local, national, and international news emailed to you 
via BigGayNews.com. 


Listen to Wanda Wisdom's daily radio show, and check out her hilarious 
videos on YouTube.com. 


Үш Tube) 


FOLLOW US. LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM 


L 2 


AutoBody 


Done the way 
it should be. 


With quality workmanship since 1959 and 
a total commitment to EARN your trust. 


2520 Broadway Drive 
Lauderdale, MN 55113 


(651) 224-4717 
www.hamlineautobody.com 
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GLIMPSES 


wat? 


Minnesota Lynx Host 
Breast Health Awareness 
Night 

On Tuesday, August 2, the Lynx donned pink 
jerseys, shorts, sweat bands and shoes 

in support of breast health awareness 

and played their way to yet another win in 
their successful season. A live auction of 
the jerseys was held after the game with 
proceeds going to the Lynx Foundation, 
which supports breast cancer research and 
support programs in the state of Minnesota. 
www.lynxbasketball.com 


Photo by Sophia Hantzes 


Son of the 


y 


Phibbs to be Director of 
Education for the Office 
for Equity & Diversity 

Best wishes to Anne Phibbs as she 
moves from the GLBTA Programs Office 

to a newly created position as Director 

of Education for the Office for Equity & 
Diversity at the University of Minnesota. 

As she elaborated on Facebook, "| am 
proud of what we-students, interns, staff, 
faculty, alumni, community members- 

have collectively created: our Ally Training 
Series, Txuj Ci Showcase, Transgender 
Commission, Tongues Untied, Bi/Pan/Fluid 
Sexuality Inclusion Project, Lavender House, 
Genderheads, the GLBTA Mentor Program, 
Leadership Retreat, Systemwide Summit, 
Leadership Year...and much more." 


Phibbs pictured at the 2011 Pride Parade. 
Photo by Sophia Hantzes 


Lucy Michelle &the Velvet Lapelles, 
Ashley Gold, Lost Shepherds, and DJ 
sets by It's a Celebration! 


Photo Shoots, Raffle Prizes, Storytime 
under the Family Tree, Face Painting, 
and FREE Birthday Cake! 


Ruhland's Strudel Haus, Cruzn Café, 
Chris & Rob's 


HELTZER & HOUGHTALING, P.A. 


Practicing in the areas of Family Law, Probate, Business, 
Civil Litigation, Domestic Partnerships, Wills and Trusts, 
Administrative Law, Real Estate, and Mediation. 


413 Wacouta St., Suite 430, St. Paul • (651) 330-8508 CRISPIN 


WWW.HELTZERHOUGHTALING.COM шашына 


SATURDAY, AUGUST 20, 2011 


MCNALLY SMITH KAROKE CONTEST 


c 
MUSIC * ART FAIR * FOOD/DRINKS westend 


Noon to 10:30 pm - Free Exhibits E SOPs AT west eno [ses в 100 


Lieu ; 1621 West End Blvd, St. Louis Park 
Free music with West End receipt or $5 www.theshopsatwestend.com 
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by Andy Lien 


The Dog Days of Summer. Sultry, lazy days. Days marked by lack of 
movement, a partial stagnation of sorts. But, being Minnesotans, we have a 
passive-aggressive flair to our stagnancy. We begrudgingly flirt with these 
still, humid days because we can recall the not-so-distant months of snow and 
cold. We embrace the steambath with a sigh and then go find some comfort 
food. 

It's with these lazy, hazy, and crazy days of summer in mind that we pres- 
ent to you the Dog Days of Summer Dining. We found food vendors that you 
might encounter while already succumbing to the heat index at the Farm- 
ers Markets. Gourmet grab-and-go grub. Food trucks that meet you almost 
where you already are. Ice cream oases in your neighborhoods. Urban farm- 
ers who grow you good food while you live your summer in the city. And, 
for those of you who like it hot, we present ways to make things even hotter. 


farmers Market T 


Eating fresh and local is haute. Twitter is a-flutter with foodies traipsing 
to the wild variety of Farmers Markets in the area both weekdays and week- 
ends, some only the size of a parking lot, others the size of a city block. As 
you wander through the booths of scapes and beets and honey jars and flower 
bouquets, mind your midsection. Be prepared to find your breakfast, your 
second breakfast, your elevenses, or your lunch as you juggle your reusable 
bags of local produce. 


m > 


and Beet Ice Cream at Mill City (right). 
Photos by Andy Lien 


KINGFIELD FARMERS MARKET 
Sundays, 8:30am - 1pm 

4310 Nicollet Ave., Mpls 
www.kingfieldfarmersmarket.org 


MIDTOWN FARIVIERS MARKET 
Tuesdays, 3pm - 7pm, Saturdays, 8am - 1pm 
2225 E. Lake Street, Mpls 
www.midtownfarmersmarket.org 


FULTON FARMERS МАВКЕТ 
Saturdays, 8:30am - 1pm 

4901 Chowen Ave. S, Mpls 
www.fultonfarmersmarket.org 


MILL CITY FARMERS МАВКЕТ 
Saturdays, 8am - 1pm 

704 South Second Street, Mpls 
www.millcityfarmersmarket.org 


MINNEAPOLIS FARMERS МАВКЕТ 
Every day, бат - 1pm at East Lyndale Market 
Thursdays, бат - 6pm at Nicollet Mall Market 
See website for directions. 
www.mplsfarmersmarket.com 


ST. PAUL FARMERS MARKET 
Saturdays, 6am - 1pm, Sundays, 8am - 1pm 


Baked Goods: Aunt Else's Aebelskiver (top) 


~~ 2 and Chef Shack's Indian-spiced mini-donuts 290 E 5th Street, St. Paul А 
НЕ " ñ Ws ео E nn City e usn se ae Multiple days/locations listed on website. 
оху Pe owered Smoothies at Mill Cii arket (above) an un Street Breads at Kingfiel ottom). WWNW. 
Foxy Ladies at Kingfield Market (below). Photos by Andy Lien Photos by Andy Lien о 
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Three times larger than our old space! 
Outdoor Patio, New Delights, Old Favorites. 
o s 


_ xci 
5006 Xerxes Ave. S. Mpls 
(612) 922-9192 We can ship your order! 
info@vinaigrettemn.com 
www.vinaigrettemn.com 
Olive Oils Scents & Lotions by Olivella 


65 Main St SE, Minneapolis - wilderoastcafe.com - 612.331.4544 
Follow | 


5 on Facebook! facebook.com/wilderoastcafe 


Catch Golden Fig 
founder Laurie on 


NC ps № TUM RUP TRA 
.... Alllocal. All the time. N 


ь 
Boi iiec ШЕРІ sios Early опо Lote flight Happy Hour Takeout Available Gift Certificates Available 
Р и м 1221 Ш. Lake Street 612-824-1378 _www.tumrupthai.com 


Hennepin @ West 26th Minneapolis 612.874.0481 Selby € Dale Saint Paul 651.221.9140 


Corner Cafe 


New American & Latin Fusion 
Concept Café 


Daily & Sunday Specials 


3301 Central Ave. NE Q 1 
Minneapolis 

612-781-3526 

Fi yelp < 


40 
* 1 HAPPY HOURS 
4-6 pm & 8-10 pm Daily 


2 for 1 Beers, 1/2 off Wine 


Bielenberg € Tamarack Woodbury 651.209.8182 Grand Avenue € Fairview Saint Paul 651.698.2346 
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We can't beat it, so we may as well join it. This summer has given us heat indexes that make 
Southerners sweat. Want to laugh in its face? Try these. 


Photo by Joy Summers 


SMACK SHACK LOBSTER BOIL 

Josh Thoma and the crew of the Smack Shack lobster 
truck have been dolling out lobster rolls by the dozens in 
downtown Minneapolis, but on evenings and the week- 
ends, they can be found at The 1029 Bar over in Nor- 
deast. Each month they hold lobster boils, a messy fest 
that comes drenched in butter and spattered with crusta- 
cean bits. Lose your inhibitions and don the bib, you'll be 
thankful you did. The August boil will last for three days 
(19-21) and is an all out bash, when The 1029 hosts their 
annual tent party. Tickets will be available through the 
Smack Shack's Facebook page. 


ШЕЛІ 
Patio in sur 


1 % Blocks west of the Xcel Energy Center | www.burgermoes.com 
242 West 7th Street | Saint Paul, ММ 55102 | 651.222.3100 
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Photo by Travis Anderson 


CHEF SHACK 

The fleet of food trucks has grown exponentially, 
but there was a time when there was only one truck that 
was to be seen. After garnering national attention and 
fawning reviews, the Chef Shack remains a local treasure. 
Lisa Carlson and Carrie Summer’s summer job has now 
expanded to include three trucks and a seemingly end- 
less menu supply of tasty creativity. 

The menus change often, but include items like sweet 
potato tacos, a vegetarian delight with savory sweet fill- 
ing with fresh salsa, luscious pulled pork and the spiced 
mini donuts: possibly the greatest street food ever. Check 
Twitter or Facebook for locations. 


Photo by Joy Summers 


ANGRY GUMMI 

Why only suffer the heat on the outside? Why not 
treat your innards to an inferno of boozy delight? The 
Angry Gummi as poured at the Nordeast Minneapolis 
hotspot Masu Sushi & Robata looks friendly enough- a 
pale green drink topped with a jaunty little gummy bear- 
but then you take a sip. General advice in hot climate 
regions suggests that spicy items are best to combat the 
oppressive air. This drink fits the bill. The vodka carries 
sweet, tart grapefruit flavor and the pungent horseradish 
burn of pure wasabi, causes sweaty eyelids and cleared 
nasal passages. 


MARTINI MONDAYS 


$5 BELEVEDERE 


LOUNGE LIZARD KARAOKE - 9PM 


WWW.LORINGKITCHEN.COM * [612] 843 0400 
1359 WILLOW STREET * MINNEAPOLIS 


Photo by Mike Hnida 


Scream For 1t 


by Carla Waldemar 


I scream, you scream, we all... Okay, I hear 
you. It’s hot-hot-hot, and we long for ice cream. 
But not the square brick from the supermarket, 
thank you very much. We're holding out for the 
real deal, the local scoop shops that churn their 
own, super-premium, hold-the-additives frozen 
treats. Where to head? Here’s the scoop. 


ADELE’S FROZEN CUSTARD—well, techni- 
cally, it’s not ice cream; but, according to Adele, founder 
of the legendary Excelsior stand, it’s far better: less air, 
for smoothness; egg yolks for richer flavor. Clearly her 
customers agree, vying for cones packed with goodness. 
Among Adele’s 90 recipes, four flavors reign daily. Or- 
ange creamsicle, anyone? 


EDINA CREAMERY sates the already-supercool 
patrollers of 50th & France with flavors melting from 
amaretto chocolate cherry and Butterfinger to more 
outré numbers like green tea and durian (I dare you). 
Gourmet Magazine voted it one of the Best in the U.S. 
I won't disagree. 


GRAND OLE CREAMERY has drawn lines all 
down St. Paul’s Grand Avenue for decades. Now a newer 
Nokomis location also stops traffic at the mere scent of 
those hand-rolled, malted waffle cones, which hold a se- 
cret surprise in the bottom (hint: love Whoppers?). The 
old-time ice cream parlor atmosphere is as addictive as 
the 31 flavors offered daily, ranging from chocolate malt 
banana and cotton candy to the quintessential sweet 
cream. 


IZZY'S has created an ice-cream frenzy in St. Paul 
(and many a Minneapolitan has been know to cross the 
river) since 2000, thanks to a rotation of 32 gotta-try 
flavors, including that true test of a scoopmeister, pure 
vanilla. More esoteric flavors careen from Guinness to 
Norwegian Chai. 


PUMPHOUSE CREAMERY, cooling Chicago 
Avenue, is a hole in the wall that some claim is hard to 
find. Well, just look for the crowd on the sidewalk, lined 
up for the ultra-organic, iiber-locally-sourced ingredients 
that contribute to prime flavors like fresh strawberry 
to—ready?—kulfi, scented with rosewater, pistachios, 
and cardamom. 


Picnic Grab € Go al 
Golden Tig 


PERSIAN COOLER Made of course by Golden Fig...Fresh-squeezed lime juice, or- 
ange and roseflower water, cardamom, sour cherry & a touch of hibiscus to make it 
a beautiful pink. Mix with fizzy water or even yummier with a splash of vodka! $12.95 


RASPBERRY MARSHMALLOWS Handmade from Laura's Marshmallows in St. 
Peter, MN. Bursting with fresh raspberry flavor. $7.00 


GRAHAM CRACKERS Handmade from Laura's Marshmallows with local graham 
flour from Whole Grain Milling in Welcome, MN. $7.00 


DARK CHOCOLATE Delicious dark chocolate bar from Sweet Goddess Chocolates 
in New Prague, MN. $2.95 


SALAMII Hard Salami from Bende and Sons in Vernon Hills, Illinois. They use Vitamin 
С аз the main preservative instead of all the nitrites that usual salamis contain. $11.95 


CAMEMBERT Bent River Cheese is made by the Alemar Cheese Company. They 
use milk from Dave and Florence Minar at Cedar Summit Dairy. It is super creamy and 
crazy tasty. $1.50 per oz. 


RUSTICA BREAD Delicious Rustic loaf from Barbara and Steve at Rustica Bakery 
in Minneapolis. Made in traditional European methods, Rustica breads are the perfect 
addition to any picnic! $4.95 


Did you know that the newly reopened 
WILDE ROAST now at St. Anthony 
Main in Minneapolis is now scooping 
up housemade gelato? It is. Get some. 


Photo by Rebecca Jackson 


SEBASTIAN JOE'S has been family-owned (three 
brothers paying homage to their Italian grandfather, Se- 
bastian) since the '80s, and its two Minneapolis locations 
serve only all-natural flavors, ranging from the zany 
(chocolate coyote, basil sorbet) to the immensely popular 
best-seller, Pavarotti, blended with caramel, bananas, and 
chocolate chips. Local art on the walls and free Wi-Fi, too. 


SONNY’S ice cream has been the gold standard 
since 1945. Housed in South Lyndale’s Crema Café, the 
scoop shop-cum-café calls on premier Wisconsin cream 
to churn out flavors like the original sweet cream to wild 
cards including chocolate cabernet chip and pineapple 
mango basil sorbet. 


Photos by Andy Lien 
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128 (AF 


'The 128 Café has been a fixture of St. Paul's Merriam Park neigh- 
borhood since 1996, but when Jill Wilson bought the place, it was still 
a risky investment. The 128 Café is tucked into the basement of an 
apartment building, and located off the main strip on Cleveland Av- 
enue. Nevertheless, the dining room has a kind of unassuming el- 
egance, and the same can be said for the food. Wilson puts it best, 
saying it feels a bit like going to a neighbor's house for dinner—that 
is, if your neighbors happen to be good cooks. Foodies have always 
frequented the place, but it remained the Twin Cities' best-kept secret 
until 2010, when instead of trying to get diners to find her hidden res- 
taurant, Wilson decided to bring the restaurant to them with a custom- 
built food truck. 

During the summer, they serve lunches to the corporate set in 
downtown St. Paul, and appear at special events. 

Their off-site menu presents a scaled-down version of restaurant 
favorites and hearty, entrée-sized salads. The Ginger-Soy Sirloin 
Skewers ($9), for example, are a fixture both on the truck and in the 
dining room. In other hands, its moderately spicy cashew sauce could 
be overwhelming, but restraint seems to be characteristic of Chef Ian 
Pierce's dishes. Thus unfettered, the tender sirloin, pickled carrots 
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and greens make for a charming appetizer. 

If you are visiting for the first time, you should order either the 
Roast Garlic Apple Chutney with goat cheese, apple slices and grilled 
baguette ($10), or the Beet Salad ($8). The salad is an inspired twist on 
the classic, with fennel, goat cheese, candied pumpkin seeds, dressed 
oh-so-lightly with a refreshing lemon vinaigrette. If pressed to make 
a decision between the two, I would favor the roasted garlic chutney. 
'The baguette is toasted to perfection, with just enough bite for texture 
but not so crisp that it loses its toppings. It seems like such a small 
point, but quite a few restaurants err on the side of overdone. The 
chutney has just the barest hint of mint, but it is quite complementary 
with the mellow roasted garlic and brightens up the entire dish. 

With our starters we have been sipping the spry, citrusy Cháuteau 
Haut-Rian Semillon/Sauv Blanc $8/30. Wilson refers to it somewhat 
jokingly as a “porch-white,” and in the thick muggy midst of our Min- 
nesotan July, I take her meaning. Their wine list may be small, but it 
is no afterthought—each has been carefully selected to accompany 
specific dishes and add interest to the evening. As we transition to our 
appetizers, we move to the Dolcetto d'Alba Vigneto Vantrino Albarella 
($11/40). With a big nose of dark fruits and a little black pepper, it was 


nevertheless food-friendly. 

If you haven't yet had the pleasure of 128 
Cafés BBQ Baby Back Ribs ($18 half/30 
full, they are a musttry when paired with 
the rich, Ridge “East Bench" Zinfandel ($46). 
А side of sweet and spicy barbeque sauce is 
wonderful for drizzling over the accompany- 
ing mashed potatoes and sautéed vegetables, 
but the meat is flavorful enough to be enjoyed 
plain. I don't order ribs enough to have a 
"technique" down, but Wilson lends me her 
favorite method—flipping them over and re- 
moving the bones from the back. If you're 
looking to impress your companions with 
your excellent table manners, I'd suggest you 
do the same. If not, by all means pick them up 
and have at; the ribs have quite the reputation 
here, and I don't think anyone in the dining 
room would judge you. 

We also tried the Pork Tenderloin with 
roasted potatoes, mustard greens, grilled 
peach and a bacon and molasses vinaigrette 
($20). It has all the makings of a masterpiece 
if only the vinaigrette were a bit more asser- 
tive. The other flavors of this dish meld so 
well, it almost needs just a little something to 
stand out. That said, I realize that I have been 
consistently praising the kitchen for their re- 
straint, and this entrée is perfectly in line with 
what you're really looking for when you go 
to the 128: an unfussy experience that feels 
more like a food-spa than the typical Twin 
Cities hotspot. This tenderloin is downright 
homey, and to be honest, sometimes that's 
exactly what you need. 

Dessert almost felt superfluous at this 
point, but should you have room, a small dish 
of Izzy's vanilla ice cream and a fudge brown- 
ie, topped with crumbled pecan brittle, is the 
perfect finishing touch. If you're on a budget, 
Sunday through Thursday a three-course din- 
ner is just $25 if you stick to the daily specials. 
But even on the weekends, the 128 Café is 
a delightfully affordable date spot. The 128 
also participates in Dining out for Life and 
other charitable events. For more informa- 
tion about how to participate, or to make res- 
ervations, visit 128cafe.net. L1 


128 Café 

128 Cleveland Ave. N., St. Paul, MN 55104 
(651) 645-4128 

128cafe.net 


(Facing page, from left) 128 Café's BBQ 
Baby Back Ribs; Pork Tenderloin with 
Roasted Potatoes. (This page, clockwise) 
Ginger-Soy Sirloin Skewers; Izzy's vanilla 
ice cream and a fudge brownie, topped with 
crumbled pecan brittle; Jill Wilson in the 
128 Café food truck. (Below) Roast Garlic 
Apple Chutney with goat cheese, apple slices 
and grilled baguette. Photos by Mike Hnida 
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LOCALLY SOURCED | by Joy Summers 


GROWING LOTS 


URBAN FARMING WITH JAKE SCHULTZ & STEFAN MEYER 


“т 


THE CLANGING OF а commuter train 
rolling past rang in my ears as I stood near 
a crop field in what was once a parking lot, 
smelling the moist earth and hot asphalt. I 
was soon joined by Jake Schultz and Stefan 
Meyer, two of the metro area's few gay urban 
farmers. 

Meyer grew up in rural Minnesota on a 
conventional turkey farm and explained that 
he has always been involved in farming, in 
one way or another. Schultz had a very dif- 
ferent upbringing, as a city kid outside of Mil- 
waukee. It was while studying at the Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin-Oshkosh he realized that 
his passion for food and sustainability after 
reading the “Omnivore’s Dilemma" by МЕ 
chael Pollan. 

Utilizing permaculture, a method of grow- 
ing and sustaining people, animals and plant 
life in balance with nature, Growing Lots 
Urban Farm has two lots that grow an array 
of produce. They work with the area commu- 
nity, teaching neighborhood children about 
their chickens, utilizing waste from nearby 
businesses, such as Coastal Seafoods, for 
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Little farm in the city. Hot sun, warm chicken, and ripe ground cherries. Photos by Joy Summers 


compost and even setting up giant bins to 
catch rain water for drip irrigation systems, 
so that little to nothing goes to waste. 

Meyer and Schultz are anxious to share 
their vision with the world, hoping to be able 
to reach out to other gay urban farmers to 
form an eventual coalition. “It’s really rare. 
We haven't met many others. It's easier to 
find lesbian farmers than gay men," Schultz 
mused. I asked him why he thought that was 
the case. 

“I think a lot of us left rural places for the 
city, for the community; the safety... It's of- 
ten the case that we come in to the neighbor- 
hoods and clean up, bring in our culture - it 
makes sense that we would do this as well," 
added Meyer. 

“We just need more of the granola gays,” 
said Schultz. 

"Did you just say 'granola gays?" Meyer 
laughed. 

Shultz just grinned, “Sure. I do think that 
some men are more concerned about work- 
ing out, moisturizer, clothes, than what we 
actually put into our bodies." 


^ 


J ake Schultz, urban farmer and potential ‘granola gay' organizer? Photos by Joy Summers 


i 


Whatever the term, it's a valid point that most of us urban dwellers 
would benefit by being closer to our food sources. The juxtaposition 
of fertile soil churning out baby eggplants, gobs of heirloom tomatoes 
and a confounding ground cherry breed that tasted like a bursting 
pineapple with the nearby traffic noise was oddly comforting. In ad- 
dition to their produce, sold mainly through CSA shares, Schultz also 
has a bakery, Black Paws, and can be found at the Midtown Farmer's 
Market every Saturday. 

The chickens produce beautifully pale green- and brown-shelled 
eggs. Unfortunately, they were informed the day after I visited that 
due to zoning restrictions the birds would have to be relocated, a sad 


day for the farm. 

From classes to a culinary CSA specializing in unique produce, 
Growing Lots will hopefully continue to expand and share their sus- 
tenance with a grateful neighborhood. To find out more, visit them 
on the Facebook pages for Growing Lots Urban Farm and Black Paws 
Community Supported Bakery. 


Exclusive Online Content at www.lavendermagazine.com: 
Growing Lots Photo Gallery 
Growing Lots Recipe: Green Egg Basket 


<HRISTOS 4 


Greek Restaurant & Catering Service ë 


i ds / 


Minneapolis - (612) 871-2111 
St. Paul - (651) 224-6000 
Minnetonka - (612) 912-1000 


WWW.CHRISTOS.COM 


cooking classes | private events | retail 


Midtown Global Market 
kitcheninthemarket.com 


et. CHARMING 
* FYEIGHBORHOOD 
ПАШАМ RESTAURANT, 


Now making homemade 


GOURMET 


Excelsior & Grand 
3840 Grand Way 


Italian Gelato 
& 


Spacious European Style Patio 


Happy Hour * Half-Price Wine * Pasta Bar Lunch 
Venetian Inspired Banquet Room 


Saint Louis Park 
Minnesota 55416 
952.303.4220 


Oil;Vinegar 


Marla's Caribbean Cuisine officially invites the GLBT 
community of the Twin Cities to experience one of a kind 
Caribbean / Indian / Chinese fusion home cooking. 


3761 Bloomington Ave. $. Minneapolis 
612.724.3088 ° www.marlascuisine.com 


Open Daily for Lunch Ж Dinner starting at ПАМ 
4168 W Broadway Ave. | Robbinsdale | 763-537-5700 


RESERVATIONS ACCEPTED 
Ei ая You 


www.nonnarosaswinebar.con 
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STEPHANIE 


Tune into Stephanie Miller 
Wednesdays from 8:00 — 11:00a.m. 
for Hump Days with Hal Sparks! 


( 
fu 
PROGRE 
VOICÉ" 
OF MINNESOTA 


Tune in or listen online 
at www. AM950radio.com 


HAPPY HOUR 5-6 PM 


1/2 PRIGE BOTTLES 
20% OFF GLASSES 


612.333.4305 

415 N. 1ST ST. - MINNEAPOLIS 
Hours: Ти-Тн & SUN. 5-11PM 
Ені & SAT 5PM-MIDNIGHT 


The Food Co-ops: 


The people who brought you organic, seasonal, local, 
sustainable food. 
Still listening. Still serving. Still pioneering. 


Not a member? Not a problem! Everyone Welcome, Every Day. 


2105 Lyndale Ave. S 
Minneapolis, MN 55405 THE 
(612) 871-3993 WEDGE 


Mon-Fri 9-10 | Sat 8 Sun 9-9 | www.wedge.coop 


1532 East Lake Street, Minneapolis (Look for the ‘Purple awnings’ just east of Bloomington and East Lake Street) 


Open 10 AM to 9 PM daily ° 


121-0013 ° www.pupuseriaelcentro.com 


огоод d. do 


1300 LAGOON Ave 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55408 
(612) 367-4595 


KINSEN IS PROUD TO BE ONE OF THE ONLY ASIAN RESTAURANTS IN THE TWIN CITIES 
TO FEATURE ALL-NATURAL MEATS SELECTED FROM REGIONAL FARMS 


WWW.KINSENNOODLES.COM 
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[BIG GAY NEWS] 


by Bradley Traynor 


BIG  BIGGAYNEWs.com: 


YOUR DAILY PODCAST 
GAY аге KORLO š 
NEWS 


ы 


New Poll Shows Generation Gap Over NY 
Gay Marriage 

Politico reports that a new Washington 
Post-ABC poll shows that support for New 
York's recent decision to legalize same-sex 
marriage depends largely on the age of 
the respondent. Overall, potential voters 
supported legalization 50-46 percent. 
However, those under 30 supported the 
measure by a 2-1 margin while senior 
citizens disapproved of the measure by 60%. 


Anti-Gay Marriage Group Files Legal 
Challenge to New York's Law 

The New York Daily News reports that just 
24 hours after same-sex marriage became 
legal in New York, an anti-gay marriage 
group, New Yorkers for Constitutional 
Freedom, has filed a lawsuit to overturn 
the legislation. The group claims the state 
legislature violated transparency laws in 
passing the legislation. The state has yet to 
respond to the lawsuit. 


California Gay Marriage Ban Case to be Heard 
Sept. 6 

The Associated Press reports that the 
California Supreme Court has scheduled 

a hearing for September 6th to consider 
whether supporters of the state's voter- 
approved ban on same-sex marriage have 
the authority to fight court rulings on the 
initiative even when the governor and 
attorney general refuse to appeal. 


Openly Gay Man Is First Confirmed as U.S. 
Judge 

The New York Times reports that former 
Clinton administration lawyer J. Paul 
Oetken became the first openly gay man 

to be confirmed as a federal judge in July. 
Oetken was confirmed in the U.S. Senate by 
a vote of 80 to 13. Following the President's 
signature, Oetken will take his seat as a 
federal judge in Manhattan. 


Gay Pride Returns to Jerusalem 

Haaretz reports that Israel's GLBT 
community marched in Jerusalem's annual 
gay pride parade in July. In previous years, 
the march has been marked by violence. The 
march also marked the second anniversary 
of a shooting at a gay youth center in Tel 
Aviv. 


Obama Nominates Fourth Openly Gay 
Judicial Candidate 

Politico reports that President Obama 
nominated openly gay Michael Fitzgerald to 
the U.S. District Court for the Central District 
of California. This is the fourth time Obama 
has nominated an openly gay candidate to 
the federal courts. 


Navy Censures Officer for Anti-Gay Hazing 
UPI reports that former US Navy commander 
Liam Bruen has been censured by the Navy 
for allowing a subordinate to be labeled 
with gay slurs. Ensign Steve Crowston 

filed a complaint after he was given anti- 
gay nicknames as a call sign. The Navy 
later found that Bruen "failed to exercise 
appropriate leadership and demonstrated a 
profound lack of judgment." Bruen abruptly 
retired from the navy in May. 


Homelessness More Common Among Gay, 
Bisexual Teens 

Medical News Today reports that a new 
study in the American Journal of Public 
Health shows that homelessness is much 
more common among gay, lesbian and 
bisexual teens than their heterosexual 
counterparts. The study included over 6300 
Massachusetts teens. Twenty-five percent 
of gay and lesbian teens were found to be 
homeless while only 3% of heterosexual 
teens reported being homeless. 


1] Minneapolis 
— ` City of Lakes 


BIG GAY NEWS EXCLUSIVE: 


Minneapolis City Council to Redefine Gender 
Identity Ordinance 


A proposed ordinance making its way to 
the Minneapolis City Council will revise 

the definition of "Gender Identity" and 
provide transgender individuals with stand 
alone protection against discrimination. 

At present, gender identity protection is 
buried within an ordinance protecting sexual 
orientation. GLBT community members 
have complained that the presently worded 
ordinance can be confusing. Others seek a 
specific transgender-protection ordinance 
to ensure that Minneapolis retains its status 
as one of the most welcoming cities in the 
country. Transgender advocates believe the 
change is necessary to make it easier for 
everyone—business owners, landlords, and 
anyone else subject to prohibitions against 
discrimination—to understand exactly what 
"gender identity" means. 

Under the proposed ordinance, "Gender 
Identity" is defined as "a person's actual 

or perceived self-image or identity as 
expressed through dress, appearance, 
behavior, speech or similar characteristics, 
whether or not traditionally associated 

with the person's physical anatomy, 
chromosomal sex, or sex at birth." 
According to Phil Duran, Legal Director 

for OutFront Minnesota, the proposed re- 
definition is not intended to expand any 
existing rights. Instead, it is intended to 
make it easier for everyone to understand 
the existing law. A final hearing on the 
revised ordinance is set for August 5. 


Estate Planning | Medical Assistance | Probate | LGBT Family Law 


(BUT WE'RE HERE JUST IN CASE 
YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO DOES). 


BUCHHOLZ & BURKE, PLLC 


John Buchholz & Allison Burke 


М 


` 


AINK vou can 
(Sees 


Syphilis thrives on what you don't know. 
Coupled with HIV, syph is hard to manage together. SY Р Н 
LEARN MORE. GET TESTED. STOPSYPHMN.COM MINNESOTA 


Funded by the 
Minnesota Department of Health 
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| by Kaitlyn E. Walsh 


SUING SCHOOL 


'The Anoka-Hennepin School District is being sued to address "perva- 
sive" anti-gay bullying in the district and for its policy that requires staff 
to remain neutral when discussing issues related to sexual orientation, 
which some have characterized as a "gag policy." 


The students represented in the case 
were verbally and physically harassed for 
their actual or perceived sexual orientation 
or when they did not conform to stereotypi- 
cal gender roles, causing some to transfer 
schools or drop out. The complaint alleges 
the district did not respond adequately to 
the bullying. 

The lawsuit was filed in U.S. District 
Court on July 21 by the Southern Poverty 
Law Center, the National Center for Les- 
bian Rights, and Faegre & Benson, LLP on 
behalf of five current and former students 
from the district who have suffered per- 
sistent anti-GLBT harassment in school, 
which the groups claim was exacerbated by 
the policy. 

The Sexual Orientation Curriculum 
Policy states that district staff “shall re- 
main neutral on matters regarding sexual 
orientation” and “such matters are best 
addressed within individual family homes, 
churches, or community organizations.” 

The “discriminatory” policy leaves 
GLBT students out in the cold, said Ilona 
Turner, the NCLR’s lead attorney on the 
case. 

“The simple existent of the policy sends 
a stigmatizing message to LGBT students 
that being gay is so wrong and so shameful 
that it can’t even be mentioned in schools,” 


Turner asserted. “It keeps teachers and 
staff from responding effectively when they 
see harassment of LGBT students going on 
because they are not sure how they can re- 
spond.” 

The SPLC began an investigation in No- 
vember 2010 after an alarming number of 
students in the district took their own lives 
and community members reported inci- 
dences of anti-gay persecution, according 
to Sam Wolfe, the SPLC’s lead attorney on 
the case. 

Wolfe said the investigation showed 
the district has a “serious problem” with 
harassment. He explained the district’s 
response has been insufficient and continu- 
ing to stand behind the neutrality policy 
alienates GLBT students. 

“You can’t have a welcoming environ- 
ment when you have a policy that singles 
out LGBT students,” Wolfe stated. “You’ve 
got to get rid of that policy.” 

Currently, the school board is not will- 
ing to change the policy, according to Mary 
Olson, the district’s director of communi- 
cations and public relations. She said the 
policy reflects the needs of the community, 
which remains “divided” on GLBT issues, 
and does not prevent staff from discussing 
GLBT-related matters. 

“The [school] board feels strongly that 


the policy is appropriate for our district,” 
Olson said. “We object to it being character- 
ized as being a gag order.” 

A statement was released on the school 
district’s website the day before the lawsuit 
was filed urging the NCLR and the SPLC to 
work with them on developing more train- 
ing for students and staff to support GLBT 
students. 

But without getting rid of the policy, 
Turner said, the district cannot implement 
effective training to protect all students. 

“Their response to stick by the gag 
policy is hypocritical,” Turner said. “There 
is no way to have anti-bullying programs 
when you can’t say the word gay.” 

The U.S. Department of Justice and 
Department of Education’s Office of Civil 
Rights have been in discussions with the 
district to address the need for further 
guidance on GLBT-related topics, the dis- 
trict’s statement says. 

The school district is addressing the 
matter and will continue to improve their 
resources to best serve students and staff, 
according to Olson. 

“We are very concerned about it,” Olson 
emphasized. “We are definitely going to be 
ratcheting up our efforts to make sure all 
our students are safe.” 

The district recently added information 
to their website to help students and staff 
deal with GLBT issues in school, including 
a brochure by the union Education Min- 
nesota, which outlines how staff may deal 
with conflicts involving anti-GLBT slurs or 
other forms of bullying. O 
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backcountry clean. 


E 


West e 


Naturals 


No laxatives. No drugs. Just natural cleansing gentle enough for daily use. | fleetnaturals.com 


| BOOKS | by EB. Boatner 


Seeing Gertrude Stein: Five Stories 

Wanda M. Corn and Tirza True Latimer 

Most think of Stein as a wordsmith, and have some knowledge of her broad collec- 
tion of artists of the day, but Five Stories, a companion to the exhibit of the same 
name currently running at the Contemporary Jewish Museum in San Francisco, 
explores the visual Stein. She kept photos and artifacts from childhood on, and was 
acutely aware of herself as she was posed for photographs, paintings, and sculp- 
tures by outstanding artists of the day, from Picasso to George Platt Lynes. Stein 
asserted, “А writer should write with his eyes, and a painter paint with his ears. 
Five topics, “Picturing Gertrude,” “Domestic Stein," “Art of Friendship,” “Celebrity 
Stein,” and “Legacies,” each containing 4-8 essays, help the reader see beyond the type. 
University of California Press 

$45 


S31HO.LS 3۸13 


WAN 
DA M. CORN aup TIRZA TRUE LATIMER 


ШІ 


THE COMPLETE COLLECTION 


A Study in Lavender: Queering 
Sherlock Holmes 

Ed. Joseph R.G. DeMarco 

Over the years many writers have tried 
their hands at enlarging the Sherlock 
Holmes canon with their own works, Laurie 
R. King's Mary Russell series is just one 
example. Lavender offers 11 niftily crafted 
and nuanced stories involving Holmes and 
the faithful Watson — sometimes clueless 
concerning his companion's predilec- 
tions, sometimes himself yearning for the 
master. Vincent Kovar's The Bride and 

the Bachelors offers an almost O'Henry 
twist in its surprising solution, while Ruth 
Sims's Whom God Destroys is told from the 
point of view of a serial killer who deems 
“Old Jack”-the Ripper—“overrated.” Editor 
DeMarco’s The Adventure of the Movie 
Never Made posits a fifteenth Holmes film 
with Basil Rathbone, Nigel Bruce, Mary 
Gordon-and a homicidal child actor. 
Lethe Press 


$20 


| STEVEN PETROW'S 


COMPLETE 


GAY & 


LESBIAN 
MANNERS: 


| 
THE DEFINITIVE GUIDE TO LGBT LIFE ||| 


TYING THE KNOT STARTING A FAMILY = PLUS A 
TO HUNDREDS OF ETIQUETTE QUESTIONS AND "Финис" | 


WITH SALLY CHEW 


Seven Petrow's Complete Gay & 
Lesbian Manners 

Steven Petrow, with Sally Chew 
Citing statesman-philosopher Edmund 
Burke's "Manners are of more importance 
than laws. Upon them, in great measure, 
the laws depend," author Petrow covers 
every conceivable social situation that one 
might encounter as a gay person, as a non- 
gay person dealing with gays-with your 
bartender, your coat-check person and 
parking attendant. The Fleur de Lys Goblet 
Napkin Fold? Page 277. Invited to be a 
sperm donor? Page 204. Addressing Invita- 
tions to Lesbian and Gay Couples? Page 
261. Serious Illness? Page 352. In short, 
you hold in your hands some 400+ pages 
of “The Definitive Guide to LGBT Life,” all 
sharply observed and candidly expressed. 
If something has been left unanswered, 

or you have a personal question, Petrow 
himself awaits at GayManners.com 
Workman 

$17.95 


The Comics - The Complete Collection 
Brian Walker 

This handsome volume combines Walker's 
previous The Comics: Before 1945 and The 
Comics: Since 1945 comprising 672 pages 
and some 1,300 images. Walker knows the 
comics thoroughly, as cartoonist, scholar, 
and founder and former director of the 
Museum of Cartoon Art. Following in his 
father Mort's footsteps, Walker continues as 
part of the team producing the Beetle Bailey 
and Hi and Lois strips. Of course, all the big 
guns are represented, George Herriman's 
Krazy Kat, Walt Kelly's Pogo, Scott Adams's 
Dilbert, Al Capp's Li'l Abner, with many new 
strips like Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott's 
accurately titled Baby Blues, Jerry Scott and 
Jim Borgman's wry Zits, and Ray Billingsly's 
politically cutting Curtis, all enhanced by 
Walker's well-researched and analytical text. 
Abrams Comic Art 


$40 
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LEGAL NOTICE 
If you used a personal credit or debit card at Monte Carlo 
Restaurant between November 23, 2008, and December 27, 
2010, you may be entitled to benefits from a class-action 
settlement. 


A settlement has been reached with Monte Carlo Restaurant, Inc. (“Defendant”) in a class-action lawsuit about not removing the 
expiration date from credit and debit card receipts. The settlement provides vouchers for food and beverages up to a value of $30 to 
people who submit valid claim forms. 

The United States District Court for the District of Minnesota will have a hearing to decide whether to give final approval to the 
settlement so that vouchers can be issued. Those included may ask for a voucher, exclude themselves from the settlement, object to it, 
or ask to speak at the hearing. For a detailed notice and claim form go to: 

www.MonteCarloSettlement.com. 


WHAT'S THIS ABOUT? 
The lawsuit claims that Defendant violated the Fair and Accurate Credit Transactions Act (15 U.S.C. $ 1681c(g)) when Monte 
Carlo printed expiration dates on customer receipts. The Defendant does not admit any wrongdoing, and the parties agreed to the 
settlement to avoid the costs and risks of a trial. 


WHO'S INCLUDED? 
The settlement includes anyone who used a personal credit or debit card at Monte Carlo between November 23, 2008, and 
December 27, 2010, and received a copy of Monte Carlo's receipt. 


WHAT DOES THE SETTLEMENT PROVIDE? 
The settlement will provide vouchers to those who submit valid claim forms, good for food and beverages, up to $30 in value, 
excluding taxes and tip, at the restaurant known as Monte Carlo, which is located at 219 — 3" Avenue North, Minneapolis, MN 55401. 


HOW DO YOU ASK FOR A VOUCHER? 
Get a claim form at www.MonteCarloSettlement.com. Fill out the form and mail it to the address on the form so that it is 
postmarked by October 3, 2011. Vouchers will be mailed after the Court grants final approval to the settlement. 


WHAT ARE YOUR OTHER OPTIONS? 

You may choose whether to stay in the Class or not. If you submit a claim form or do nothing, you are choosing to stay in the Class. 
This means you will be bound by all orders and judgments of the Court, and you will not be able to sue or continue to sue the 
Defendant about the legal claims resolved by this settlement. If you stay in the Class you may object to the settlement if you do not 
like some part of it. You or your own lawyer may also ask to appear and speak at the hearing, at your own cost, but you don't have to. 
Objections and requests to appear are due by October 3, 2011. If you do not want to stay in the Class, you must submit a request 
for exclusion by October 3, 2011. The detailed notice explains how to file a claim, object, ask to appear and speak, or request 
exclusion. 


THE COURT'S FAIRNESS HEARING, 

The Court will hold a hearing in this case, known as Curtis Zaun, on behalf of himself and all others similarly situated v. Monte 
Carlo Restaurant, inc., No. 10-СУ-4693 (JSM), on November 3, 2011, at 1:30 p.m. to consider whether to approve: the settlement; 
a request by the lawyers representing Class members for attorney fees, costs, and expenses and a payment to the Class Representatives 
who helped the lawyers on behalf of the entire Class. These fees, costs, expenses, and payments will be paid separately by the. 
Defendant and will not reduce the amount of benefits available to Class members. If the settlement is approved, it will release the 
Defendant from all claims listed in the Settlement Agreement. A copy of the Settlement Agreement is available at the website. 


HOW DO YOU GET MORE INFORMATION? 
To learn more, visit the website, or write to Monte Carlo Claims Administrator, P.O. Box 2004, Chanhassen, MN 55317-2004. 


www.MonteCarloSettlement.com 


SEDGWICK 


HEATING + AC COMFORT YOU CAN COUNT ON 
Buy a Dave Lennox Signature Series Furnace 
and Lennox Air Conditioner or Heat Pump, 
and take advantage of our 


SEDGWICK INSTANT REBATE of 5500 


IASKIUSIHOWJTO) 
Receivela 


Ereelipad2. 


5800 or more on utility company rebates 


$1 ,400 in manufacturer's rebates 


5500 $9,000 in Federal tax credits 


SedgwickHeating.com 
(952) 881-9000 


Serving all of the Twin Cities, 


32,700 to *11,700 


www.yweampls.org 


E 


Wherever you are in life, we have 
a health plan that fits your needs 
and your budget. 


Scan the code with 
your smartphone’s 
QR code reade 

to be connected 
instantly with a 
plan that works 
best for you. Call 
your Medica age 

ог 1-888-313-2951. 
Or visit us at 
medica.com/plan 


MEDICA. А sonal Empower. iili 


*Need the QR reader app? Go to get.neoreadel ° from your mobile phone 
to download a free app, then scan the code and get a quote. 


> 


е 


Join the УМ/СА in 
August and save 


Oof 


the Joiners Fee“ 


*50% off Any Adult or Family Joiners 
Fee. Not valid on Young Professional, 
Youth, or Scholarship Memberships. 
Offer valid through August 31, 2011. 
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Tutankhamun. Photo by Sandro Vannini 
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Tutankhamun: The Golden King and the Great Pharoahs — To tour 
National Geographic's King Tut exhibit is to immerse one's self in not merely a 
display of ancient Egyptian relics, but to tune into remnants of psychic energy of a 
vanished culture and spiritual system from over 3,000 years ago. 

The 'Boy Pharoah! ascended to the throne in the 1300s BCE at about age 10. 
He is credited with boldly controversial reforms such as ending the worship of the 
god Aten and restoring the primacy of the god Amun. 

The cause of King Tut's death at age 19 is also a matter of controversy. Some 
say it was an accident. Some say it was jealous brothers or sickliness sprung 
genetically from his incestuous family history. 

After his death, to prepare him for the Afterlife, during a 90 day mummifica- 
tion period consisting of various rituals, Tut's internal organs were placed in four 
Canopic coffinettes placed in a Canopic container. You can see the coffinette that 
contained his stomach and some of the stoppers or lids for these in the exhibit. 

Ancient Egyptians believed that items like some of those featured -shoes, a 
bed, a game box, and writing equipment- would be of use in the Afterlife. The Sci- 
ence Museum displays compelling funerary figurines of servants and supernatural 
figures like one of the god Horus's sons, that were also believed to somehow 
become animated in order to serve the monarch in the next realm. 

British archeaologist Howard Carter unearthed Tut's tomb in 1922. David 
Mauk's celestial music score, which flows through the exhibit, has a luminous way 
revivifying the haunting power of ancient Egyptian spirituality. ® Through Sept. 5 
* Science Museum of Minnesota, 120 W. Kellogg Blvd., St. Paul ® (800) 
221-9444 * www.smm.org 
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Macbeth — James Napoleon Stone 
has impressed with leading roles in the 
gay-themed plays, Bent and Jeffrey. 

He now performs Shakespeare's grisly 
tragedy for Theatre Coup d'Etat. 

Stone says Macbeth "makes the 
choices of killing his king and friends in 
attempt to solidify his crown. If we see 
him dealing with the consequences and 
guilt from those choices truthfully, and 
if we see a man who is struggling to live 
with the world he has created and is 
‘bound in saucy doubts and fears’, and 
we watch him fail mightily despite his 
best truthful efforts to succeed, then we 
can connect.” ® Through Aug. 27 ® Lowry 
Lab, 350 St. Peter St., St. Paul • (800) 838- 
3006 ° www.brownpapertickets.com 


WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE'S 


DIRECTED BY PETER BEARD 


THU / FRI / SAT AT 8 PM 


SUN AT 2 PM 


Billy Wilder Film Series — Perhaps no direc- 
tor of Hollywood's Golden Age more fully mastered 
the art of comedy than Billy Wilder (1906-2002). 
He was deliciously ironic and his films' comic pac- 
ing is impeccable. The Heights and Trylon series 
includes the darkly satirical Sunset Boulevard 
(1950), the kinetic One, Two, Three (1961) and the 
drag milestone, Some Like It Hot (1959). A Jew 
who fled Hitler's Germany, Wilder understood the 
perils, the pathos, and the precious joy of life. e 
Through Aug. 28 at two locations • Heights The- 
ater, 3951 Central Ave. NE, Columbia Heights e 
(763) 789-9079 e www.heightstheater.com • Try- 
lon Microcinema, 3258 Minnehaha Ave., Mpls. e 
(612) 424-5468 е www.take-up.org 


This isn't how my life 
was supposed to be. 


Get Options. 
Get respect. 
Get clean. 


e Certified treatment 
facility 
e LGBT exclusive 


е Substance abuse 
treatment 


* Sexual and mental health pro 
* Retreat-like setting 
* 25 years of experience 


RIDE 22) 800-547-7433 


YEARS Day, time and location flexible, “77% š 
Creating Healthy LGBT Community pride-institute.c om/life call Nicky at the CAPS Program ` š 
612.348.3307 to sign up. ` 


Í 7) 
HIV+ Red Door Services 


Bikes for everyone from tykes to e МСМ s. whee 
serious roadies & commuters. Full jus ipse 
service bike shop & rentals. n p 

No attitude. 


Serving the Twin Cities Metro Area 


(763) 781-6901 


Reliable - Friendly 
Professional 
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a کک‎ Since 1895 ma № by D BBB 


5425 Excelsior Blvd. St. Louis Park, MN 55416 


952.929.1351 * www.hoigaards.com 


[ARTS SPOTLIGHT! by John Townsend 


[ STAGE ] 


Bluehouse. Photo Courtesy of CPR Artists and Entertaiment. (Bluehouse's 


management) 


b m. 
Nightmare in Bakersfield. Photo by Mathieu Brooks 


Black Hearts Burlesque — Co- 
producer Elecktra Cute says "we 
describe ourselves as modern, sexy, and 
queer." Drag queen Mistress Victoria 
DeVille will host Lucy Furr and Boi- 
lesque from Switch the Boi Wonder. 
You'll get to see a demo of 'shibari', a 
Japanese rope bondage technique. To 
heat things up even more will be fire 
dancers, Fiona Flameteaser and Ophelia 
Flame, along with Sweet Lily Bee, Coco 
Dupree, Musette the Mistress of Mis- 
chief, Josephine Belle, and co-producer 
Dahlia Dulce. ® Sat., Aug. 20 at 8pm 
* Loring Theater, 1407 Nicollet 
Ave., Mpls. е (612) 353-6781 ° 
www.loringtheater.com 


Dark Dark Dark accompanies 
Spies — Minneapolis's chamber folk 
sextet, Dark Dark Dark, is known for 
its connection to New Orleans jazz and 
Eastern European and American folk 
legacies. They will perform their new 
score to Fritz Lang's 1928 expres- 
sionistic masterpiece, Spies, just like 
in the old days when silent films had 
live accompaniment. Lang's style was 
groundbreakingly psychological and 
socio-political. Being Jewish, he fled 
Germany in 1932 and thwarted Joseph 
Goebbels's attempt to exploit his talents 
for Nazi propaganda purposes. е Mon., 
Aug. 22 at 7pm * Free Admission 
* Summer Music and Movies 2011 
* Walker Art Center/Mpls Sculp- 
ture Garden, 1750 Hennepin Ave., 
Mpls. * (612) 375-7600 * www. 
walkerart.org 


Minnesota Fringe Festival — 
The contrast between embracing your 
gayness and nailing yourself into the 
closet coffin can be seen in two Fringe 
shows. In Les Kuykendall's autobio- 
graphical Nightmare in Bakersfield, he 
attends his boyfriend's 20th high school 
reunion where the couple humorously 
deals with homophobia. In Ex-Gays 
Sheila Regan and Carl Swanson give re- 
vealing performances as religious camp 


counselors who go to bizarre and fruitless lengths to turn gay people straight, while suppressing 
their own homoerotic urges. е Through Aug. 14 * Various Times and Venues in Minneapolis- 
St. Paul locations ® (866) 811-4111 ® www.fringefestival.org 


[ MOVIE ] 


1 
E 


Writer and director, Miranda July, on the set 
of THE FUTURE. Photo Courtesy of Roadside 
Attractions 


The Future — Filmmaker 
Miranda July moves the midlife 
crisis up a decade. Cerebral Jason 
(Hamish Linklater) and bewildered 
Sophie (July), both 30-somethings, 
have been living together for awhile 
and to symbolize the depth of their 
commitment they plan to adopt 
a cat. But when Marshall (David 
Warshofsky] -sensual, studly, and 
older- enters her life in a truly odd 
way, Sophie awakens sexually. An 
inspired and imaginative twist on 
monogamy v. desire laced with 
absurdist touches. The moon coun- 
sels Jason. A disabled cat narrates. 
Recall that in July's husband's gay- 
themed gem, Beginners, a darling 
dog plays a major role. ® Currently 
playing • Lagoon Cinema, 1320 
Lagoon Ave., Mpls. • (612) 392- 
0402 • www.landmarktheatre.com 
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e Unique Gifts 
e Extraordinary Container Gardens 
e Exceptional quality and variety of plants 


* Distinctive pots and containers 
from around the world 


e Gift Cards 


Garden Center, Flower Marts & Landscaping 


270 West Larpenteur Avenue 
St. Paul | 651.488.1927 


Visit us at Linders.com for more information. 


“4 VERN SUTTON 
г 


Brazen Theatre Presents 
a Theatre Coup ó'Etat Production 


William Shakespeare's 


| АСВЕТН 


Directed by 
Peter Beard 


C.G. Bond 
PETER MOOR: 


August 11th - 27th Thu Fri Sat 8PM 
Sunday matinees 14th and 21st 2PM 


GO TO A PLACE WORTH 
GETTING TO. 


When it's time to get away, gaming, golf, dining and more all 
await you at the most unique, elegant and exciting destination 
Minnesota has to offer - Black Bear Casino Resort. 


The Bear's modern, award-winning design features: 

* Slots, Poker, Blackjack and Bingo * Seven Fires Steakhouse 
* Full Buffet • Cobalt Nightclub and Cabaret 

* Well-appointed, 408 Room Hotel 


218.878.2327 | 888.771.0777 * 1-35 * Carlton, MN 
20 minutes south of Duluth, 90 miles north of the Twin Cities 
blackbearcasinoresort.com * Please play responsibly. 
Owned and operated by the Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa 


CASINO | HOTEL 
EVENT CENTER | GOLF 
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LAVENDER LENS | Photos by Sophia Hantzes 


LAVENDER'S OUT IN THE STANDS: PRE-PARTY 
JULY 17 


Park Tavern, St.Louis Park 
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P ax 


Why cant НМ 
be cured? 


Researchers from the Division 

of Infectious Diseases at the 
University of Minnesota are 
looking for HIV+ and HIV- people 
to participate in research studies. 


The aim of these studies is to 
find out why HIV persists and 
can't be cured with HIV drugs. 


You do not need to be on HIV 
drugs to qualify. 


Several opportunities are 
available and depending upon 
the study, you may be started 
on HIV drugs or your current 
drug regimen may be adjusted. 
Compensation and time 
requirements vary based on the 
study for which you may qualify. 


If you are interested in participating, have any questions, or would like more 
information about current studies, visit www.hiv.umn.edu or call 612-625-7472 


® 


( UNIVERSITY 
OF MINNESOTA 


Brass Rail 

Completely remodeled elegant 
lounge featuring male dancers 
five nights a week, Wednesday- 
Sunday. 

422 Hennepin. Ave., Mpls. 

(612] 332-RAIL (7245] 
www.thebrassraillounge.com 


Roat Osha 
Casual, yet sophisticated, approach 
to the tastes of Thailand. Happy 
Hour specials. Free onsite parking. 
2650 Hennepin Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55408 

(612) 377-4418 
www.roatoshathai.com 


Toast Wine Bar & Cafe 
Tempt. Taste. Toast. Beautiful location 
in the Warehouse District. Happy Hour 
5-6 PM, Tuesday-Sunday. 

415 М. 1st St., Mpls. 

(612) 333-4305 
www.toastwinebarandcafe.com 


Q, 
5% “iy 
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Wilde Roast Cafe 

NEW location, outdoor patio 
overlooking Mississippi River, your 
favorite craft beers and wines, 
homemade gelato. 

65 Main St. SE, Mpls. 

(612) 331-4544 
www.wilderoastcafe.com 


Larpenteur \ 


Gay 90’s 

Upper Midwest's Largest бау 
Entertainment Complex. Serving 
reasonably priced menu in main 
bar Wednesday-Sunday. 

408 Hennepin Ave., Mpls. 

(612) 333-7755 
www.gay90s.com 


Loring Kitchen & Bar 

A neighborhood kitchen with des- 
tination appeal featuring contem- 
porary cuisine in a comfortable, 


ғ inviting atmosphere. 
1359 Willow St., Mpls. 
(612) 843-0400 
www.loringkitchen.com 


a 


Z 


19 Bar 


Shoot pool or play darts at your 


19 W. 15th St., Mpls. 
(612) 871-5553 


neighborhood bar—the oldest GLBT 
establishment in the Twin Cities. 


Nicollet 


e 


Franklin 


€) Kinsen Noodles 


/ 1 alka Ctraat 


University Ave. 


Fresh, flavorful Asian dishes 

with a focus on the noodles. 

Proud to serve all-natural 

meats from regional farms. 

1300 Lagoon Ave., Ste. 150 

= |Minneapolis, MN 55408 
(612) 367-4595 


www.kinsennoodles.com 


Burger Moe's 


242 W. 7th St. 


A relaxed atmosphere, gorgeous out- 
door patio and fabulous food! Great 
burgers. Extensive beer selection. 


St. Paul, MN 55102 


2, Ө (651) 228-9500 ' 
5 - | www.burgermoes.com Lek 
£ 9 TS 
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Сгапа Ауе. 


Town House 


Drag shows. 


(651) 646-7087 
www.townhousebar.com 


Fun neighborhood bar with a great 
mix of men and women. Karaoke. 


1415 University Ave. W., St. Paul 


и 
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Cantina #1 at МОА 

Mexican and Tex-Mex Menu including 
steak, seafood, chicken. Happy Hour! 
Eat, Relax, and Have FUN! 

406 E. Broadway 

Bloomington, MN 55425 
http://www.cantina1.com 


Ж 
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Mall of America 


FEATURED BARTENDER 


WHO 


Antonio 


WHAT 

Recipe: La Summer 

1/2 oz. Absolut Vodka 

1/2 oz. Bacardi Silver Rum 
1/2 oz. Tanqueray Gin 

1/2 oz. Peach Schnapps 
1/2 oz. Pineapple Juice 
Fill glass with Sour 
Garnish with a cherry 


WHEN 
Wed. & Fri. e 9 PM-2AM e Gay 90's Bar 


Thu. е 8 PM-2 AM e Happy Hour Ваг 


WHERE 

Gay 90's 

408 Hennepin Ave., Mpls. 
(612) 333-7755 
www.gay90s.com 


WHY 

Enjoy your favorite beverage in 

the classic Gay 90's Bar or the 
beautifully remodeled Happy Hour 
Bar. Serving reasonably priced 
delicious food Wednesday-Sunday. 
La Femme shows Thursday-Sunday. 
Male dancers Friday-Sunday. 


Photo by George Holdgrafer 
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bw Иг 3 A 


4 


TOAST OF THE 
TOWN HOUSE 
PAGEANT 


JULY 23 


Town House 
Winner: Mercedes Iman 


ТОО Show h: begins s 49: aW. 
FEREEtirn Мат Bar. ТИ th ر‎ of the every month s 


Z “Di Toro ove to mix ix drog' am and dandi ng! — 
4 Featuring five performers with 15-minvte set dance bre 
FREE Pool «Darts: ид, and earls for those who want to bust û move іп between the show! 5 
$5 277; 
о Vrag Revue 


or Pucker Pitchers 


roject * #B-04988 * Site Location 004 


. PAUL ° 651-646-7087 • WWW. TOWNHOUSEBAR.COM 
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Jukebox ° Video Games ° 3 756 Pool Tables ° Pinball ° Darts 
Pull Tabs Benefit The Aliveness Project 


_ АТМ MACHINE ON PREMISES ` 10714 


RADIO K OPEN: Mon.-Fri. 3 PM-2/AM > Sat.-Sun. 4. PM. 2 AM 
е MOUR R 
GOT KNOCKED UP | اا‎ к ERRATI 


We're happy to introduce | | | = а г " Singles Pool 

100.7 FM | nis Е TOURNAMENT 

of TwinCitiesLand 24/7 : ых. ur za Sun. August 21774 PM 
9704002445 x Б/І. | 
RADIO at x | 

В Your BARTENDER 

ui шо CASEY 


ММУ ТЕ Minneapolis (6112) 181755553) 


Proudly, Our, Since 1952 
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JULY 28 


Minneapolis 
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Pints of (Miller Lite & Grain Belt, Premium 


Hi 
2 332: FRE (7240) 


rassrailleunge.com — ` 
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| SUGAR & SPICE | by Justin Jones 


Social Luxury: D'Amico Kitchen at Chambers 


I DON'T CELEBRATE my birthday. Well, okay, I do, but not be- 
cause I ike to. I feel awkward in situations where everyone's looking 
at me. These are the moments I inevitably have an itch on my nose or 
something. Accordingly, when I do celebrate my birthday, it's some- 
where I feel comfortable-where I feel in my element. Hello, D'Amico 
Kitchen at Le Méridien Chambers Hotel Minneapolis! 

Just call her Chambers. She's a stunning venue at one of the best 
locations in town: Hennepin and 9th. For us Uptown folks, the lo- 
cation is perfect-it's downtown without being too downtown. It's in 
summer-walking distance to Loring Park, across the street from the- 
atre superstar The Orpheum, and seconds away from some of the 
hottest social spots in town. 

In addition to being a socially savvy hotel with the accommoda- 
tions to match, Chambers boasts an ultra-chic rooftop indoor bar and 
wrap-around balcony where drinks at sunset parties flow deliciously 
strong. This sky bar is frequently host to a personal favorite Twin Cit- 
ies social occasion: the Mix party, from promoter Dave Em (ош the 
“Gay Twin Cities" Facebook group to find out more about this event). 

Another of Chambers' crowning achievements: the best court- 


yard/patio in town: Eden. Complete with cabanas reminiscent of 
South Beach, a dazzling fire pit, and spoton landscaping, Eden 
serves up the finest outside atmosphere around—an unmistakable 
venue for posh summer parties. The outside is impressive, but it 
didn't get all the lovin'. D'Amico Kitchen at Chambers' interior, em- 
bossed as an ethereal all-white Palace of Chic, is a can't-miss environ- 
ment in which to enjoy a martini, share an intimate meal, or throw 
a smart soirée. 

After I co-hosted my monthly dinner club here a couple weeks 
prior, it was a no-brainer that Chambers would be the perfect venue 
for my birthday. General Manger Michelle Hummer executed the 
perfect layout for my celebration, the staff was flawless in their ex- 
pertise in service and on the menu, the drinks were delicious, and 
the company, fantastic. 


Where: D'Amico Kitchen at Chambers; 
901 Hennepin Ave, Minneapolis 

Scene: Trendy casual to downtown chic 
Drink of choice: Blood Orange Cosmo 
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JERRY A. BURG 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 


20 Years Experience i in: 


Family Law | Criminal Defense | Employment Law 


3009 Holmes Ave. S. е Minneapolis ® (612) 822-0865 


www.jerryaburg.com 
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| SOCIALLY $АММУ | by Edward Piechowski & Sean Ryan 


Photos by Kim Havey 


MARRAKECH IN MINNEAPOLIS 


Distance from home provides the opportunity to experience hospitality in new 
ways. A different location, be it your backyard or a different region of the world, 
gives us new perspectives on entertaining. Kim Havey doesn't hesitate to share 
his travels with friends. His most recent trip to Morocco was the theme for his 
latest get-together; call it Marrakech in Minneapolis. 


Kim is master of the fast, fun, and friendly 
party. Playful themes, email invitations and 
simple expectations are keys to his contin- 
ued successes. More of an open house then 
private event, a party at Kim's is always a 
blast. 

Adorned from head-to-toe in loose-fitting 
white linen clothes and pointed-toed slip- 
pers, Kim's attire befitted the theme (he 
brought back so many outfits he probably 


paid tariffs). With views of Hennepin Av- 
enue from his 5th floor condominium, Kim 
and his friends gathered on a steamy sum- 
mer evening to celebrate his return, and his 
birthday. 

Guests arrived through the open door 
and were greeted by vacation slides on the 
television. The photographs of his travels to 
‘The Land of the Farthest West’ were awash 
with brilliant blue skies, whitewashed stuc- 


co, golden sand, deep pinks & violet (the 
famous colors of Morocco). Kim’s eye for 
detail tied in his usual space, right down to 
the arched glass doors on the kitchen cabi- 
netry that recall the Moorish arches of Mar- 
rakech. 

Many party guests arrived in costume 
like their host wearing fabulous wraps and 
hats. The most popular accessory seemed 
to be the fez, the cylindrical felt chapeau that 
often sports a tassel. Not since the last Shri- 
ners Convention have so many fezes been 
in the same room. Beautiful barista Lou- 
ise poured colorful cocktails to nourish the 
guests. One cocktail was aptly named the 
Feztini, a blue concoction with a tasty bite. 
Accompanying the cocktails was a selection 
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of wines, mostly hostess gifts from previous parties. А simple table of appetizers kept everyone nibbling, with 
accents of lemon and mint on traditional Mediterranean foods like hummus & pita along with exotic flavors 
like curry. 

What makes Kim Havey's parties so easy (for guests & hosts alike) is their simplicity. They start early, 
around happy hour, so it doesn't tie up a whole evening, unless you choose to let it. The guests are notified 
well in advance to get on their calendars, via e-mail evite. The food is kept very simple, finger foods and dips, 
so refilling and clean-up is a snap. And most importantly there are no expectations, so guests may come as 
they are and feel free to leave when they'd like. O 


BRINGING YOUR TRAVEL EXPERIENCES INTO YOUR ENTERTAINING KEEPS FRESH IDEAS 
FLOWING, CONSIDER THESE TIPS: 


* Look for inexpensive trinkets or clothes that can help complete a theme. Local markets are wonder- 
ful resources. 


* Take wonderful photographs, even just a few. When you return you can place them in frames around 
the rooms you're entertaining in or simply play them on a video monitor like Kim did. 


* Take note of flavor on your travels. A key ingredient can help carry your party theme. 


The signature drink of 
Kim's soiree, the bold 
color on this cocktail 
adds instant décor. 


FEZTINI 

This tasty cocktail was 
served at the party. It takes 
a day to prep, but it's worth 
the wait. 


In a shaker combine: 
20z. white rum 

1oz. pineapple juice 
V» oz. Blue Curacao 
1⁄2 oz. lime juice 


Stir and strain into a cock- 
tail glass. 


Garnish with a sour cherry. 


Mint is one of the 
signature flavors found 
throughout Morocco 
and by combining it 
with orange liqueur, 


it brightens the taste 
buds. 


GREEN TEA MARTINI 

In a shaker combine: 
20z. mint green tea vodka 
1oz. Grand Marnier 

1oz. fresh lemon juice 


Stir and strain into a cock- 
tail glass. 


Garnish with a fresh mint 
sprig or lemon wedge. 


Travels in 
Aquitaine, France 


“VER-R-R-Y DANGEREUSE,”  intones 
Jamail. We're visiting his palombiere—hunt- 
ing cabin—deep in the forests of Aquitaine in 
Southwest France, where he organizes male- 
bonding parties to pop at “savage pigeons"— 
aka wild doves. (Turns out, the “dangereuse” 
part is simply the trap from which they'll 
spring, rather than a reprise of an Alfred 
Hitchcock movie). 

No shoot tonight, however. The 
“рор” we hear is the cork from a bottle—the 
first of several that will accompany the rustic 
feast Jamail prepares for guests in his cozy 
cab. And no—no pigeon on the menu. He's 
substituted chicken stew. But first, some pate 
de foie gras, a specialty of Aquitaine (along 
with truffles, caviar, and other convincing 
reasons that life here is good). Then, a heap 
of snails, for the pigeon shooter also prides 
himself as hunter of escargot), Pop, another 
cork, and then the cheese. Finally, another 
regional specialty, plums. (Some end up as 
Armagnac.) 

We're on a quest to discover the se- 
cret gems of Aquitaine, and palombieres rank 
high among them. Beatrice and her husband, 
Jean-Philippe, are two more in the cast of 
characters whose delighted-to-meet-you wel- 
comes are far more exuberant than the cool 
kiss-kiss of Paris...the folks who invoke those 
priceless “Remember ....?" memories long af- 
ter the passport expires. 

The couple looked at a decaying 
mill and saw an opportunity. They scrubbed 
and hammered it into a B&B that goes one 
better: an indoor pool, hamam and sauna. 
Well, two better: homemade cherry jam on 
our breakfast baguettes, accompanying cof- 
fee bowls as big as birdbaths. 

Another is Fabrice, the Michelin- 
starred chef who offers cooking lessons to 
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(Above) Horse carts in the 
Medieval town of Neroc. (Right) 
Sebastien's family castle, Chateau 
Roquetalliade. Photos by Carla 
Waldemar 


guests of the beyond-charming 18th-century 
Chateau Lassalle. Punch-drunk from an over- 
night flight, we flopped into the garden's pool, 
then lapped up an alfresco dinner of Gasco- 
ny's specialties—foie gras prominent among 
them—as warm-up for next morning's class. 

For it, Fabrique says, “I imagine 
breakfast in Gascony" and then deconstructs 
it: its baguette, covered here with foie gras 
(Do we detect a dining theme?), sided by 
an onion confit jam; orange juice now glori- 
fied аз orange/carrot/ginger; and, instead 
of Lipton's, a "teabag" containing bits of 
ham, mushrooms, breadcrumbs. Max slices 
the foie, Michelle chops the onions, while I 
melt—literally, the chocolate for our dessert, 
and figuratively, in sheer, gluttonous plea- 
sure. 

Sated, we head for Neroc, a sweet medi- 
eval town that looks like the backdrop for a 
Renaissance Fair. We stroll under halftim- 
bered buildings and the formidable castle of 
King Henry IV. An unexpected highlight: the 
trash collection. Here, it's still done by cart 
and clopping horse. 

From one horse to 2CV, or deux chevaux 
(two horses), the vintage, super-cool Beetle- 
like cars (mine was pink) which l'Echappee 
Gasconne (Gascony Escape) rents to tour 
the countryside, amid waves and bonjours 
from the less fortunate. Didier, our lead 
driver, guides us to visits at artisanal produc- 
ers—wine, foie gras—then a riverside picnic: 
bread, charcuterie, cheese, pate, wine: How 
much more French can you get? 

More toys for the boys: First a canoe pad- 


dle, then a houseboat cruise down a lazy ca- 
nal ( guided, or do-it-yourself, after a quick tu- 
torial) past columns of stately trees, waterside 
bistros and markets, waving to fellow boaters 
as we await our turn at the Baise River's locks. 

From the pastoral to the palatial: Sebas- 
tien was waiting as we pulled up to his pied-a- 
terre, Chateau Roquetalliade, a 12th-century 
castle—the quintessential round, four-tow- 
ered kind kids make in the sand. This one's 
been in his family for 700 years. 

Not that there haven't been renovations: 
an interior staircase replacing the original lad- 
der to be pulled up in case of attack; windows 
instead of arrow slits; kitchen appliances to 
abet the roast-an-ox fireplace. But primarily, 
the carte-blanche contract of architect/artist 
Viollet-le-Duc in the 1800s, allowing (nay, en- 
couraging) him to decorate every last surface 
with a jungle of plants, invent mobile curtains 
hiding secret doors; and carve many a snarky 
gargoyle. Sebastien will gladly sell you the 
wine his estate produces (hey, Bordeaux's 
just down the road). 

Everywhere we dine, Bordeaux wines— 
simple to complex, affordable to sacred—are 
venerated. But now we're off to seek the Holy 
of Holies, the region's legendary Sauternes, 
sweet and golden as honey. Overnighting in 
Chateau d'Arche, a Grand Cru Classe winery- 
cum-hotel, there's a help-yourself bottle of the 
estate's Sauternes in the lobby. And my room 
overlooks the fields of Chateau d'Yquem, the 
collector's top-ofthe-top. 

Nearby, at the Maison du Sauternes, He- 
lene urges us to try before we buy. Starting 


with Duc de Sauternes, a blend composed 
of drops from each of its 150 members (in- 
cluding Yquem), she defines your particular 
preference: sweeter? More dry? Affordable 
(many are) or more dear? We lunch in near- 
by Rouaillan, in a brasserie offering salade 
Nicoise, lamb stew and créme brulee for 9 
euro—another reason to head for affordable 
Aquitaine. Or, how about our final dinner on 
a postcard-pretty square in the gorgeous riv- 
erside capital, Bordeaux itself: three courses 
plus wine for 13—just one more reason to hop 
aboard Air France (free in-flight wine, may I 
add) and fall in love with Aquitaine. For infor- 
mation, visit www.franceguide.com and www. 
tourisme-aquitaine.fr/en. 


GAY BORDEAUX 


Shine 
Dance club, electronic floor 


QC de Monbadon 
Club for music frenzy 


Sauna le Saint Jean 
Hot & sexy 


Sauna Cubix 
Swinging scene 


L'Ours Marin 
Outrageous drag performers 


www.gay-provence.org/en/b-178/ 
bordeaux-and-the-gironde 
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| GARDENING | by Scott Endres 


LIFE ON THE STREET 


EXTENDING THE GARDEN TO THE BOULEVARD AND ALLEY 


WITH THE DOG days of summer upon 
us, it might be easy to set down the trowel 
and call it quits in the garden. Things look 
good. Spring plantings have matured and the 
tasty bounty of vegetables that was promised 
when you planted your starts months ago is 
making its way to your kitchen. Sure there is 
watering and a little maintenance, but at this 
point established gardens are on autopilot, 
allowing gardeners to sit back to enjoy the 
fruits of their labor. 

But then there are gardeners like me 
who, while sipping a gin and tonic, tend 
to fawn over the existing garden, but just 
can't help but think about the next plot of 
ground to dig up. But where does one turn 
once the yard is full of plantings? How about 
the street? Boulevard and alley gardens are 
starting to pop up all over the city, offering a 
challenging, yet beautiful way to extend the 
garden while beautifying the neighborhood. 

So how does one tackle this no man's 
land between the sidewalk and street where 
sprigs of turf struggle, or the strip in the 


alley that is just a bit too far away from the 
water hose? Start by preparing the site. Re- 
member that good organic-rich soil is the 
base of all successful gardens. Peat moss, 
composted manure, or garden compost are 
all rich in organic matter and once worked 
into the soil will help retain water and nutri- 
ents for your plantings. 

Next, choose plants that will tolerate the 
less than ideal growing conditions of your 
particular site. Keep in mind successful 
choices will likely have to be drought, shade, 
and often salt, foot, and tire tolerant. If you 
are unsure, ask a horticulturist at the gar- 
den center for suggestions. Assess how the 
new garden relates to the existing gardens; 
repeating plants, colors, forms and textures 
to give the overall landscape cohesion. Be 
mindful to keep taller plants to a minimum, 
as city ordinances mandate clear sightlines 
for safety's sake. Feel free to leave space for 
annuals and bulbs between perennial groups 
which will offer bursts of color throughout 
the season when perennials are not in bloom. 


Mulch your plantings to prevent ero- 
sion, but also to prevent weeds and preserve 
moisture for the new garden. Keep the new 
planting well watered while they are getting 
established the first season. Even drought 
tolerant plants will do better if given an extra 
drink or two in their establishment phase. 
Wait until spring to give your new plantings 
a once-per-season slow-release fertilizer (we 
recommend 18-18-8). 

Like any garden, you will have triumphs 
and tribulations. The sheer nature of grow- 
ing plants on the street creates plenty of 
challenges. Use these extra days of summer 
to take on these challenges, by making the 
best ofthe space and plants you have to work 
with. With a little love and care, life on your 
street will be abundant with beauty while ex- 
pressing your own personal style. O 


Scott Endres is co-owner of Tangletown Gardens and the 
recently opened Wise Acre Eatery on 5Ath and Nicollet in 
South Minneapolis. 
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U2 CONCERT 
July 23 
TCF Bank Stadium 


Also Specializing in Medical Skincare 
* Laser Skin Rejuvenation 

* Botox 

* Chemical Peels 


COMPLETE HAIR RESTORATION 


Non-Surgical & Neograft Procedures 


* Customized Treatment Program 
* Unique Hair Restoration Technique 
* Your Own Real Hair 


ANEW 


MEDICAL CENTER 


ANew Aesthetic Medical Center 
120 6th Street South #175 


612-822-4769 
5353 NICOLLET AVE SO, MPLS 
tangletowngardens.com 
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OUT 
ON THE TOWN 


CALENDAR 


Gen Silent. 


14 


(©2010 MAD STU Medi 


“Nightmare Man Musical” 
Aug 12 at 4 PM, Aug 13 at 7 
PM and Aug 14 at 2:30 PM * 
Gremlin Theatre, 2400 Univer- 
sity Ave. W., St. Paul * For more 
info, visit www.facebook.com/ 
nightmaremanmusical?sk-info 
* www.gremlin-theatre.org 


Fargo-Moorhead Pride Aug 11 
- 14* www.fmpride.com 


“Gen Silent" Documentary 
Film Screening Aug 11 * 7 PM ° 
Tickets $5/Advance, $5/Seniors, 
$10/Door Panel Discussion af- 
terward at 8 PM, Social Hour at 
Wilde Roast Café at 8:30 PM ° 
St. Anthony Main Theatre, 155 
Main St. SE, Mpls * For tickets, 
contact John Buchholz at 612- 
703-8671 or john@twincities- 
elderlaw.com * www.gensilent. 
com 


Rhythmic Circus presents 
“Feet Don’t Fail Me Now!” Aug 
12-13 .8РМ + Tickets $24 - $31 
* Pantages Theatre, 710 Henne- 
pin Ave., Mpls * For tickets or 
more info, call 1-800-982-2787 
or visit www.hennepintheatre- 
trust.org 


Imperial Court of MN Corona- 
tion Aug 13 - 15 • For more info, 
visit www.impcourtmn.com 


Museum of Russian Art pres- 
ents "The Art of Oleg Vassiliev: 
Discovering 20th Century Rus- 
sian Masters" Aug 13 ° The 
Museum of Russian Art, 5500 
Stevens Ave. S., Mpls * For more 
info, visit www.tmora.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust pres- 
ents Chris Isaak Aug 13 • 8 PM 
* Tickets $42.50 - $52.50 + State 
Theatre, Downtown Mpls * For 
more info or tickets, visit www. 
hennepintheatretrust.org 


4th Annual Pins for Pets - 
Bowl For the Fix! Aug 13 - 14* 
Check in starts at 1 PM, Bowling 
starts at З РМ» $20 registration 
fee • Flaherty's Arden Bowl • For 
more info or to register, visit 
www.pinsforpets.org 
mnsnap.org 


* WWW. 


Minnesota Lynx Home Game 
Aug 14 ° 6 PM + Lynx vs. Shock 
* For more info or tickets, visit 
www.wnba.com/lynx 


Japanese Lantern Lighting 
Festival Aug 14 * 4 PM - Dusk 
* Como Ordway Memorial Japa- 
nese Garden 


Northern Lights Women’s 
Softball League Games Aug 
14 ° 3:30 PM/l'd Hit That vs. Full 
Spectrum, 4:35 PM/Sweet Nug- 
gets vs. Full Spectrum, 5:40 
PM/Cedar Inn vs. Foxy Boxes 
In Soxes, 6:45 PM/Cedar Inn vs. 
TC Kings * Taft #2: 3:30 PM/The 
Hassle vs. Coale’s Campers, 4:35 
PM/Coale’s Campers vs. Play- 
ers, 5:40 PM/BLUSH vs. Where 
My Pitches At!, 6:45 PM/Master 
Batters vs. X-Factor * For more 
info, contact Schmell at nlwsl_ 
schmell@comcast.net 


First Avenue presents Sugar- 
wall Aug 15 ° 8 PM ° Tickets $5/ 
advance, $7/door * 18+ only * 
First Avenue, 7th St. Entry, 701 
1st Ave. N., Mpls * For more info, 
www.first-avenue.com 


Wisconsin Capital Pride Aug 
20 - 21 ° Sat/11 AM - 9 PM, 
Sun/10 AM - 6 PM ° Madison, WI 
* For more info, visit www.wis- 
consincapitalpride.org 


Twin Cities Black Pride Aug 20 
* www.tcblackpride.org 


Minnesota Lynx Home Game 
Aug 20 + 7 PM • Lynx vs. Sparks 
* Target Center, Mpls * For more 
info or tickets, visit www.wnba. 
com/lynx 


West End Block Party with 
Taste of West End and Art Fes- 
tival Aug 20* Noon - 10:30 PM + 
Music events free with West End 
receipt or $5 at gate “Тһе Shops 
at West End, 1621 West End 
Blvd., St. Louis Park * For more 
info, visit www.theshopsatwes- 
tend.com 


Renaissance Festival Aug 21 - 
Oct 3 * Shakopee, MN * For more 
info, visit www.renaissancefest. 
com 


Barb Ryman CD Release Con- 
cert Aug 21 * 7 PM ° Tickets $10, 
reserve early as seating is lim- 
ited • Bryant-Lake Bowl Theater, 
810 W. Lake St., Mpls * For more 
info, call 612-825-8949 “ www. 
bryantlakebowl.com + 
barbryman.com 


www. 
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Blackhearts Burlesque. 


Photo courtesy of Blackhearts Burlesque 
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Northern Lights Women's 
Softball League Games Aug 
21 * 3:30 PM/Master Batters 
vs. The Hassle, 4:35 PM/Oc- 
toFusion vs. Coale's Campers, 
5:40 PM/Foxy Boxes In Soxes 
vs. Cedar Inn, 6:45 PM/Where 
My Pitches At! vs. BLUSH * For 
more info, contact Schmell at 
nlwsl schmell&comcast.net 


Minnesota Museum of 
American Arts presents "Our 
Treasures: Highlights From 
the Minnesota Museum of 
American Art" Aug 23 - Oct 
23 (Tweed exhibition), Aug 
2011 - July 2012 general * 
Tweed hours are Tues/9 AM 
- 8 PM, Wed - Fri/9 AM - 4:30 
PM, Sat - Sun/1 - 5 PM • Tweed 
Museum of Art, Duluth * For 
more info about exhibition, 
visit www.d.umn.edu/tma 
or email Jessari Kuppe at jk- 
uppe@mmaa.org or 651-797- 
4057 * www.mmaa.org 


Louis Marinelli Seminar Aug 
24* St. Cloud, MN * www.wme- 
now.org 


Orpheum Theatre presents 
Return to Forever IV 

Aug 24 + 7:30 PM ° Tickets 
$53.50 - $63.50 • Orpheum 
Theatre, 910 Hennepin Ave., 
Mpls * For more info or tickets, 
visit www.hennepintheatre- 
trust.org 


Junkyard Theater presents 
"Spell No. 2" Aug 25 - 27 + 
Thurs/7 PM, Fri & Sat/10 PM 
* Tickets $15/door or $12/in 
advance or with Fringe button 
* Bryant-Lake Bowl Theater, 
Uptown Mpls ° For tickets or 
more info, call 612-825-8949 
or www.bryantlakebowl.com * 
www.junkyardtheater.com 


Mu Performing Arts pres- 
ents "Taiko Blast!" 

Through Aug 14 * Thurs/10 
PM, Sat/1 PM, Sun/5:30 PM 
* Mixed Blood Theatre * For 
information and tickets, visit 
www.muperformingarts.org 


Circus Juventas presents 
“GRIMM - Happily Ever Af- 
ter!" Through Aug 14 * Tickets 
$13.50 - $27.50 • Circus Ju- 
ventas Big Top, 1270 Montreal 
Ave., St. Paul • For performance 
dates/times as well as more 
info or tickets, call 612-343- 
3390 or 651-699-8229 * www. 
circusjuventas.org 


Nina Bliese Gallery presents 
Nanci Yermakoff - Transpar- 
ent Spaces Through Sept 9 ° 
Gallery hours Tues - Fri/Noon 
— 4 PM, or by appointment * 
Nina Bliese Gallery, 225 S. 6th 
St., Ground Floor, Mpls * For 
more info, call 612-332-2978 
or visit www.ninabliesegal- 
lery.com 


"Shades of Red: The Evo- 
lution of Early Soviet Art" 
Through Sept 15 • The Mu- 
seum of Russian Art, 5500 Ste- 
vens Ave. S;, Mpls * Hours are 
Mon - Fri 10 AM to 5 PM, Sat 
10 АМ - 4 PM and Sun 1-5 
PM * Admission is $7/Adults * 
www.tmora.org 


Hennes Art Company pres- 
ents "Abstract Expressionism 
- The AB EX Show" Through 
Sept 30 • Gallery Hours Mon 
— Sat/10 AM - 5 PM * Hennes 
Art Company, 1607 Hennepin 
Ave., Mpls * For more info, call 
612-436-2077 or visit www. 
hennesart.com 


Brave New Workshop pres- 
ents "Obama Mia: or The 
Real Housewives of Ab- 
bottabad" Through Oct 1 ° 
Thurs/8 PM/S26, Fri/8 PM/$29, 
Sat/7PM/$29, Sat/10 PM/$27 + 
The Brave New Workshop The- 
atre, 2605 Hennepin Ave. S., 
Mpls * For tickets, call 612-332- 
6620 or visit www.bravenew- 
workshop.com 


FOR MORE DETAILED DESCRIPTIONS, VISIT 
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RED RIBBON RIDE CLOSING CEREMONY 
JULY 17 
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ROCHESTER GLCS PRIDEFEST 
JULY 16 


Rochester 
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BITS & PIECES | by Wanda Wisdom 


Жоғаб £ Simmer 
Sach Stuffers! 


THE LONG, HOT days of summer are here and our very 
own dog day diva, Wanda Wisdom, opens up her summer tote 
bag to share some of the season's must-haves. 
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BACON LIP BALM 

Baconsalt.com ¢ $3.99 

No sack of mine would be complete with- 
out bacon. Since bacon-scented sunscreen 
has yet to hit the market, I decided to drop 
in a tube of J&D's Bacon Lip Balm. Keep 
your lips moist with meat! 


SPOTIFY.COM 
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The hottest new music service from Europe has ar- 
rived in the U.S. just in time to soundtrack all your sum- 
mer soirees. Sit poolside with access to a music library 
in the millions. It's free and super easy to use. Best of 
all, you can see what your friends are listening to and 
even subscribe to exclusive playlists, like my own As 
Heard on The Progrum playlist. 


RANGER PANTIES 

Soffe.com ® $8.99 

I'm on a personal crusade to bring 
back short-shorts for men. Апа 
there's one pair in particular that 
serves all your summer shenanigans 
perfectly. Ranger panties. Yes, Rang- 
er panties. Worn by US Army Rang- 
ers, these sassy little skivvies are per- 
fect for sun, swim and swagger. 


KINDLE 

Amazon.com ® $139 

Ifthere aren't enough half-naked muscle men in speedos to ogle on the beach, the Kindle 
can help pass the tan time. I love mine and and their E Ink display makes them perfect 
for sunny summer outdoor reading. I'm currently reading Swamplandia! on mine, but 
there are over one million titles to choose from. 


JELLY BABIES 

EnglishTeaStore.com % $3.97 

Every sack needs a snack and mine is filled with fruity fistfuls of Jelly Babies. 
'The yammy gummy Brit snack is perfect for peckish moments poolside. No 
longer just the confection of choice for time travelers, Jelly Babies, are perfect 
for every pocket. 


ZEVIA COLA 

Whole Foods 

No summer cooler of mine is complete without something to 
quench my caffeinated cravings. My favorite fizzy drink of late 
is ZEVIA Cola. Поуе diet cola drinks, but all the artificial chemi- 
cals in them makes me kinda weary. ZEVIA is sweetened with 
all-natural Stevia extract which is tasty and chemical free. 


| 


/ 
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ADVENTURES AMONG ANTS 


BY MARK W. MOFFETT 

Amazon.com ® $19.77 

If you haven't quite fallen for the e-book experi- 
ence just yet and are looking for a good old-fash- 
ioned book book to bring with you to the beach 
and beyond, check out Mark Moffett's Adventures 
Among Ants. After listening to an interview with 
Mark on Fresh Air, I fell in love with his tales of 
the tiny critters. Super fascinating and perfect for 
your summer reading list. 


THE NETWORK 


ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING 
SERVICES 


BARBERS 


HOME SERVICES 


illSilvernale 


Accounting Services 
Taxes e Payroll e Accounting 


John Silvernale 
612-280-5463 


infoGsilvernaleaccounting.com 
www-.silvernaleaccounting.com 


4500 Park Glen Rd. 
Suite 425 
St. Louis Park, MN 


55416 
p 612-822-7177 
f 612-822-2163 
RORTax.com 


Professionals 


Barbers 
on 


ryant 


A New Fashioned Barbershop 


2920 Bryant Ave S #105 * Minneapolis 
BarbersOnBryant.com 


Appointments 
Recommended 


Audie: 612.203.1880 


ay 


BEAUTY & RELAXATION 


APPAREL 


BROAD 
VIEW TEES 


"FOR EVERY T-SHIRT SOLD $1.00 WILL 
BENEFIT HUMAN RIGHTS CAMPAIGN" 


FEATURED DESIGNS: "America's Migraine", 
"Bat Guano Crazy", "Marcus the Barbarian", 
"Bachmann Turnip Overdrive", and more! 


www.broadviewtees.spreadshirt.com 


HOT & TIGHT 


Body Wraps 


*Lose 4 - 14 inches! 


Don't worry boys, these 
are the good inches to lose! 


763.275.4115 


facebook.com/flourishwellnessspa 


flourish 


AUTOMOTIVE 


HEALTH & FITNESS 


HAGENS 2222 


Family owned and 
operated for over 
60 years! 

Full service for all makes and models 
Free Estimates 
Insurance Approved 


www.hagensautobody.com 
28th & Lyndale Ave S, MPLS 
(612) 872-6671 


fd tim civics Anto Shop айы. 


Honest Quotes + Quality Service = Loyal Customers 


7 1200 Glenwood Avenue 7 
Minneapolis, ММ. Tel: 612-377-4900 


(Convenient location near International Market Square) — 


Www.northwesterntire. net 


Get Hard.... 


"SmGet-Real-Fitness 

% 
Help К" get ROCK HARD! 
Invest иг Personalized Training Routine 
y and get the body you deserve. 


Ее Consultation: 952-486-3344 
www.Get-Real-Fitness.com 


HOME SERVICES 


SINCE 1998 


Siding 
Roofing ° Windows е Decks 


North Metro 763.856.1390 
South Metro 952.884.2005 


Financing Available ® Free Estimates 
MN General Contractor • MN License #20384780 


Service, Integrity, Quality 


SODERLIN 
E 642-724-4080===cz:s: | 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR | ! 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 
Emergency Service Available 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


RESTORATION e RENOVATION 
MAINTENANCE е REPAIR 
CARPENTRY • KITCHENS • TILING * PLASTERING 
BATHROOM * CONCRETE • DECKS • PATIOS 
FREE ESTIMATES 
Your Complete Profersional HomeCare Company 
SOSHOMECAREMN.COM 
TODD OR EES 
612-574-3222 


MN LIC#BC-20270903 


AD ста ORD 


HOME SERVICE 
ELECTRIC * HEATING * COOLING 
AUDIO * VIDEO * SECURITY 
LIFE. STYLE. INSTALLED" 
952-927-7194 Ki 
www.staffordhomeservice.com ^ facebook.com/StaffordHomeService 


All forms of Home Services provided! 


No job too small * Residential or Commercial 
24 Hour Service * Licensed Bonded Insured 


Chris 612.275.2117 


CONSTRUCTION, INC. 


“а Signature Product” 
Roofing + Siding + Windows + Gutters + Decks + Painting 


Let us show you how we can optimize your home improvement experience, 
Ask about our summer specials and storm damage renovation programs. 

RDavisConstruction.com 
info@rdavisconstruction.com 


612.259.8365 


win Heating and Air 


it Masters in Gas, Refrigeration, and Warm Air 


FREE In-Home Estimates 
Minneapolis 612-366-1934 
St. Paul 612-366-9712 
Surrounding Areas 763-757-4678 
Servicing the Twin Cities Metropolitan Area 
twincityheatingandair.com 


= (3 
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LAVENDER'S OUT IN THE STANDS: GAME DAY 
JULY 22 


Target Field, Minneapolis 
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THE NETWORK 


HOME SERVICES 


HOUSE CLEANING OPTICAL 


SwankeDesign--Build2 


612.810.2848 


Designing, building and renewing structures 
for living, working and being. 


swankedesign.com 


Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 


612-205-5618 


ecarpentry & remodeling 
e painting & repairs 
eother home maintenance 
eno job is too small 
Gay owned and operated since 1986. 


TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 
LICENSED AND INSURED 
“We'll go OUT on a limb for you." 


Serving the IVletro Area 
FREE Estimates for Removal & Trimming 


Residential & Commercial Services 
ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 
Tree Removal ° Tree Trimming * Chipping 
Stump Grinding • Storm Damage 
Lot Clearing • Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
24 yrs. Experience * Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 
Cell: 612-998-3157 


GREEN AS A 
WHISTLE 


Residential & Commercial Cleaning Services 
The best clean with greent 

PW of our products are non-toxic 6 biodegradable. 
Insured and bonded! 

Call Today! (651) 895-5522 ° www, greenesewnete.oro 


ц бас cr Biz 


NENCT YU Five lecariens te 
seRve You! 
INSURANCE Dwin St. Paul Skyway 651-628-4444 
Burnsville Center 952-892-6666 
_ = West St. Paul 651-450-6666 
aa ae New Brighton 651-636-3434 
LONG TERM CARE Rogers 763-515-6065 
INSURANCE Toll Free 888-797-EYES 
Yes! Some companies == www.spectacleshoppe.biz 
DO offer a Dometic) ; 
Partner Discount! ° 
DID YOU KNOW: 


There's a Stand-Alone 
Home Care Plan 
approved in Minnesota? 


PET PRODUCTS & SERVICES 


4 


де 


9Щ5 


og Wash & 


For details and information call 


(612) 926-8684 or 
toll free (888) 899-6659 


Self Service Dog Spa 


lark Grou р 
Auto Home 
Life Financial 


Kelly H. Clark 
(612) 729-1509 
HamiltonClarkGroup.com 


Located at the shops al excebsior and grand 
in St Louis Park 
3730 Grand Way, St Louis Park, MN 55416 


952-657-5300 


Steve Wolfson 
612-822-1190 


1516 West Lake St., Ste. 203 + Minneapolis 
swolfson@farmersagent.com 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Steve Burns, Ph.D. 


Licensed Psychologist * 612-990-0649 
Hours by appointment Tuesday - Friday 


=: 


Convenient Midway Location 
2324 University Ave. W., Suite 100 


FARMERS 


Davina Baldwin | 763.535.4788 
6262 Boone Ave. М. 

Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 
www.davinabaldwin.com 
davina@davinabaldwin.com 


Auto | Home | Life | Health | Business Davina M. Baldwin 


You can now 


www.NorthlandTherapyCenter.com 
see the I| 
online % insi 
Tom Glaser, MS 
Psychologist | Coach | Celebrant 
DIGITAL EDITION. 612-240-4289 
í _ www.tomglaserlp.com 
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BiG 
AY 


NEWS 
«СОМ 


Your News. Your Way. 


Your #1 Source for GLBT news. 


4 great ways to get your 
BIG GAY NEWS fix! 


1090 


Log оп BigGayNews.com 


т 


Download daily podcast 
from 1 Tunes 


Е 


Get the news as it happens 
on Twitter.com/biggaynews 


= 


Sign up at BigGayNews.com 
for a daily email of the 
latest headlines 


© 


GLBT NEWS PODCAST. 
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BUSINESS PROFILE | by Heidi Fellner 


Tracy Morgan and Molly Herrmann. Photo Courtesy of Kitchen in the Market 


KITCHEN IN THE MARKET 


TAKING A COOKING class at Kitchen 
in the Market is somewhat similar to at- 
tending a class at any reputable retail-based 
kitchen, in that you can perfect your cook- 
ing techniques with the aid of local chefs, 
and jazz up your food repertoire. It's how 
a Kitchen in the Market class is different 
that’s noteworthy. “We are a shared com- 
mercial kitchen space that never stops, and 
we're located in a public market. That's 
a very different feel" begins Molly Her- 
rmann, who co-owns Kitchen in the Market 
with Tracy Morgan. She continues, “When 
folks come in, they're cooking alongside 
commercial chefs doing their thing, with 
commercial-grade equipment.” 

Kitchen in the Market’s location inside 
Minneapolis’ Midtown Global Market has 
also had an immeasurable impact on the 
kitchen’s classes. Morgan explains, “The 
Cooking the Market class is such a great 
example. When you go to the grocery store, 
it’s about what’s freshest, what’s in season... 
it’s not a set menu—it’s cooking on the fly, 
and taking inspiration from the market.” 

A full class list is available through their 
website, but highlights like Karaoke Cook- 
ing: Sing for your Supper, and Out in the 
Kitchen definitely create a more dynamic 
and social experience. “Every class is a 
party,” states Herrmann. “We have a good 
time, and we want people to view it as an 


evening of entertainment.” The Out in the 
Kitchen class is specifically designed with 
the GLBT community in mind as an interac- 
tive, welcoming place to learn. Some install- 
ments of this class benefit GLBT-friendly 
organizations, or may be loosely geared to- 
wards a gender identity. Morgan says, “It’s 
not a pickup joint, but a fun environment to 
get together and hang out.” She adds, “We 
did one called ‘Hangin’ with the Boys’. It 
was guy-centric, but it doesn’t have to be all 
guys. We had four girls at that one, and the 
next one is basically a party for Project 515, 
to talk a little about what they’re doing and 
spread awareness of their project.” 

Classes range in price from free demos 
on the weekends to around $70 for a class 
involving a full meal and wine. But perhaps 
what makes Herrmann and Morgan the 
most proud of their new venture is the im- 
pact their kitchen has had on the market 
as a whole. Morgan concludes, “At its core, 
this business exists to help the other busi- 
nesses in Midtown Global Market. It’s really 
exciting to be involved in the community in 
that way.” 


Kitchen in the Market 

Molly Herrmann, Tracy Morgan 
920 E. Lake Street #107 
Minneapolis, MN 55407 

(612) 568-5486 
kitcheninthemarket.com 


THE NETWORK 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


usi in лағы "O GLBT News & Lifestyle at your fingertips? 


Mindful Intentional Living 


ТМ 
Individual & Couples Therapy 
No Cost Initial Session 
Most Insurance Accepted 
Visa/Mastercard Accepted 


Lake Pointe Centre 
3100 W. Lake St., Ste #419 
Minneapolis, MN 55416 


405229 00 You can now find LAVENDER Magazine on the App Store. 
kate heffelfinger&msn.com | А/ЕМОЕВ” Magazine works with iPad". 
Julie Childs 


MSW, LICSW, LADC 
Psychoth 


www.jameslstolz.com 


22-1 James Stolz, MSW, LICSW 


с ) Z Individual Psychotherapy 


2736 Hennepin Ave South Minneapolis 
612.799.3696 


REAL ESTATE 


First Time? 
T'll Be Gentle. 


ANN LEVITON 


Broker/Owner 


Your OUT of the Ordinary 
Real Estate Specialist S™ 


Мәлик 
REALTY 


realestatefairy.com 


To Advertise in 
THE NETWORK 
Call 612-436-4698 Avis te ele, Pore Portu ard Tine, ae eee GA E ae 


LavenderMagazine.com | 59 


| DATELAND | by Jennifer Parello 


I SUPPOSE I'VE avoided the subject of 
gay marriage for as long as I can. I’m sur- 
rounded by states that are merrily caving 
to the demands of gays marching with plac- 
ards that say such clever things as “If Liza 
can marry 2 gay men, why can't I marry 1?" 
Even Iowa allows gays to unionize. Iowa! 


Ilive in a state that does not allow gays 
to marry or unionize. And, secretly, I’m kind 
of happy about it. (Well, not so secretly. I am 
writing a column about it after all.) 


Im thrilled that the gay marriage issue 
is causing the religious right to collectively 
explode in rage. It's fun to watch. And I'm 
delighted that corporations are forced to pay 
benefits to partners of gay employees. And, 
justto show that I have a scrap of heart, I was 
touched to tears to read about the longtime 
couples whose relationships were finally of- 
ficially recognized when New York legalized 
gay marriage. 


But marriage for me? Ugh, I don't know. 


One of the things I've always loved about 
being gay is that so little is expected of us. 
We've been free to live our lives in what- 
ever stupid, weirdo fashion we please. For 
some, that means having guiltfree sex in 


І Do? 


forest preserves or forging a new family 
from members of your softball team. For 
me, it means doing whatever the hell I want, 
whenever the hell I want to do it. My parents 
have stopped sighing over my lifestyle long 
ago. They finally surrendered their vision 
of me as the perfect suburban housewife 
when I bought a fantastic lake cottage with 
the money I would have set aside for college 
funds had I stayed married to a man. They 
got grandchildren from my brother, and a 
lakeside retreat from me. They're happy. 


But now, with the marriage option on the 
table, the straights are starting to apply pres- 
sure. 


"So, where are you going to get married?" 
Since the marriage decision came down 
in New York, I've been bombarded by that 
question from well-meaning straight friends. 
All of these friends are married themselves, 
and I've spent years listening to their rhapso- 
dies of marital woe for years. Yet, still, they 
want me to join their miserable club. 


My reluctance to wed has nothing to do 
with my feelings for my girlfriend. I love her! 
She's a pumpkin! I want to be with her forev- 
er and I don't want to have sex with anyone 
else. If she needed my insurance or some 


other type of financial aid that marriage af- 
fords, then Га get hitched. But she doesn't. 


We met in our 40s, for Chrissakes. We're 
adults. We have our own homes and our own 
money. Recently, we decided that because 
we're both workaholics, we'd live apart on 
weekdays. We've never been happier. We 
get on each other's nerves during the week, 
but we have great fun on the weekends. So, 
we've decided to keep the fun part and jet- 
tison the irritation. And because we're gay, 
we can do that! But if we were married, I sus- 
pect there would be pressure to spend every 
Goddamned waking moment together. 


Still, my girlfriend likes the idea of get- 
ting married. Mainly, I suspect, because she 
wants a big party. But, as I’ve told her repeat- 
edly, we're gay! We need no legal reason 
for a party. We just need someone to drop 
by with a bag of ice and, suddenly, a party 
breaks out. 


All that said, Im very happy for all the 
married gays out there. It's fantastic to final- 
ly have the choice. And, if there's any popula- 
tion that can turn marriage on its head and 
make it fun and sparkly, it's the gays. O 


TROLIN, UN DIABLITO ROSA 


TROLIN. UN DIABLITO ROSA 


Ah, the beach! The sun! The ocean! 
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DE, MAR / 


ost 


A starfish! How beautiful! 


РИ! 
UNA AIME SAL 


POR RODRO 


¿PoR QUÉ А LOS 
GAY NOS DAN <I 
ASCO LAS ALMEJAS? 


Why is it that the gays abhor clams so 
much? 


CLASSIFIEDS 


BEAUTY & RELAXATION GIFT SHOPS PSYCHOTHERAPY REAL ESTATE 


get lazed. Laser Hair Removal in Uptown. 
Upfront pricing. Book online. Evening & 
weekends available. Non-metered parking. 
www.GetLazedMN.com. (612) 627-9999. 
hairy(dgetlazedmn.com. 2920 Bryant Ave 
South. 


EMPLOYMENT 


GRAMA's BARN - Arts, Crafts, Gifts, 
Antiques, and More. Hours: Tu - Sun 10am 
- ópm. 16440 Lake Blvd,Center City, MN. 
Take 35W North to US-8 (Taylors Falls exit 
132]. (651) 257-5161. www.gramasbarn.com. 


HELP WANTED 


FREE ARTS MINNESOTA: Looking for 
volunteers to work with abused, neglected, 
at-risk children using art and mentorship. 
Time commitment of 1.5 hours weekly. 
More information, Hannah, (612) 824-2787. 
www.freeartsminnesota.org. 


COTTAGE HOUSE • Ап Occasional 
Market ж Next sale: FRENCH COUNTRY! 
SEPTEMBER 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 Wed. 1-8 pm. 
Тһг-Егі 10am-7pm. Sat-Sun 10am-ópm. 
* 4304 Chicago Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN. 
www.thecottagehousempls.com. 


HOME SERVICES 


ARTISTIC LANDSCAPES, Design 
and Construction. Passionate about 
Landscaping! Designing 4 installing 
beautiful landscapes since 1998. 
Christopher A. Baker, (612) 366-5444. 
ArtisticLandscapes.bix. 

KMR Design Group, LLC specializes 


in residential landscape design апа 
construction. We strive to maximize your 
investment while creating a work of art. 
Patios, retaining walls, water features... 
call us for a consultation! Tel: (612) 296- 
2224, www.kmrdesigngroupmn.com. 


BRUSHSTROKES PAINTING - Interior/ 
exterior. | strive to have a positive, working 
relationship with my customers. Plus, | 
am a genuinely nice person to work with. 
References available. Licensed/insured. 


Tom Marron, (651) 230-1272 


MEDIATION 


Patrick В. Burns, Atty., Mediator, 
Arbitrator: Private dispute resolution. 
Achieve legally enforceable results and 
peace through mediation or arbitration. Tel: 
(612) 875-1022. www.resolve.pro. 


You're gonna 


438 for the 
Lavender 
Digital Edition. 


New Full Screen Mode. 


DIGITAL EDITION. LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM 


DENNIS CHRISTIAN, LICSW. (612) 940- 
7033. www.dennischristian.com. 


Specialists in Women's Issues for almost 
20 years. Self esteem, uncoupling, 
communication issues, depression, grief/ 
loss, family/ job stress, codependency, 
coming out, and more. Insurance/ sliding 
fee scale. SUZANNE KRAMER: (612) 275- 
2653, www.thegatecounseling.com. 


THE GUIDANCE GROUP, your partners 
in mental health, wellness & personal 
growth. Providing individual, couples and 
family therapy to adults, kids & teens. South 
Metro. Learn more: www.mnguidance. 
com, contact: infof€mnguidance.com. 


DIANA SNYDER, LICSW Psychodynamic 
and  Eclectic/Creative approach. 22+ 
years. Individual and Family. Specializing 
in: anxiety, depression, relationships, 
self esteem. LGBT. Alternative lifestyles. 
Cultural diversity. English/Spanish. 
Uptown. (612) 272-6488. Snyder.tk. 


THOMAS CARRILLO, Ph D, P.A. Licensed 
Psychologist, individual and couples 
therapy, flexible hours, most insurance and 
credit cards accepted. (612) 288-5000 (Mpls 
office) and (651) 645-0980 (St Paul office ). 


IRENE GREENE, MSEd, Psychotherapist: 
24 years experience. Individual, Couples 
Counseling, Mediation. Life changes, 
relationship, gender, sexuality, parenting, 
anger, anxiety, depression. Coming Out, 
Sexual Abuse, DID Groups. Sliding fee. 
Professional, nonjudgmental, confidential. 
(612) 874-6442. irenegreene(dearthlink.net. 


REAL E E 


STUNNING 26TH FLOOR 
DOWNTOWN CONDO! 


929 PORTLAND AVE S, UNIT 2604 
2 BD, 2 BA corner unit condo with 
unobstructed panoramic views. Floor to 
ceiling windows, stainless steel, granite, 
ceramic, washer/dryer, fully upgraded. 
Great building amenities at Skyscape. 
6 month HOA or closing paid up front. 


Julie 612-867-3041 
MLS#4063808 


LAVENDE 


MAGAZINE.COM 


і Kathryn Buggy 
Keller Williams Integrity Realty 
612-743-9681 


Fantastic North Tyrol, Golden Valley home. 
3 BR, 2 BA, 2 ЕР new kitchen. 
$300,000 


AR 


RENTALS - RESIDENTIAL 


Townhouse Available: two bedroom, 
finished basement, newly painted, 
carpeted central air, dishwasher, Tri-level 
& offstreet parking. Powderhorn Park. 
Year lease. Rent range from $950 - $1200 
plus gas and electric. Cable, and all other 
utilities paid. Available now. (612) 825-5575. 


THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 


STRONG & RELAXING hands, resulting 
in bodywork at its best! Bruck, MT, DC in 
South Minneapolis (d (612) 306-6323. 


Treat yourself to a complete relaxation. 
Trained by the Aveda Institute. Over five 
years in practice. Emanual Tekle, CMT (612) 
396-8912, www.MassageFitnessMpls.com. 


REAL & GOOD - m4m massage by 
experienced responsive masseur. Many 
repeat clients. Studio, shower and lots of 
TLC. Near DT Mpls, noon-10 pm, 7 days. 
Gene: (612) 749-7726. Thanks! 


FULL BODY MASSAGE. Warm relaxing 
atmosphere, Minneapolis. Hour Massage 
$60.00. Shower Available. (612) 219-6743. 7 
days a week, 10 am - 10 pm. Therapist: 510, 
1678, 32 waist. 


LAVENDER 


MAGAZINE.COM 


To reserve your space 
in the CLASSIFIEDS 
please contact 


Suzanne Farrell 
(612) 436-4699 
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Community Connection brings vis- 
ibility to local GLBT-friendly non- 


profit organizations. To reserve your 
listing in Community Connection, call 
612-436-4698 or email advertising@ 
lavendermagazine.com. 


ADDICTION & TREATMENT 


Hazelden 

Providing comprehensive treatment, 
recovery solutions. Helping people reclaim 
their lives from the disease of addiction. 
PO Box 11 

15251 Pleasant Valley Rd, 

Center City, MN 

(800) 257-7800 


www.hazelden.org 


AIDS/HIV & TREATMENT 


Aliveness Project, The 

Community Center for Individuals Living 
with HIV/AIDS - On-site Meals, Food Shelf 
and Supportive Services. 

730 East 38th St. Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) www.aliveness.org 


HIM Program - Red Door Services 
Hennepin County Public Health Clinic. 
525 Portland Ave., Ath Fl. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 348-9100 
www.HlIMprogram.org 
www.StopSyphMN.com 
www.inSPOT.org/Minnesota 
www.Capsprogram.orga 


Minnesota AIDS Project AIDSLine 

The AlDSLine is the statewide referral 
service to connect with HIV information and 
resources. 

1400 Park Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 373-AIDS (metro) or 

(800) 248-AIDS (statewide) 
mapaidsline@mnaidsproject.org 
www.mnaidsproject.org 


Park House 

Day Health / Mental Health Treatment 
Program for Adults Living with HIV/AIDS. 
710 E. 24th Street, Suite 303 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-1264 
www.allina.com/ahs/anw.nsf/page/ 
park_house_home 


U of MN Research Studies 
Looking for HIV+ and HIV- individuals 
to participate in research studies. 
420 Delaware Street SE 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-7472 


ART GALLERIES 


Minneapolis Institute of Arts 

Enjoy Masterpieces From All Over The 
World And Every Period Of Human History. 
Free Admission Daily! 

2400 3rd Ave. S. Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-3000 


www.artsmia.org 


ARTS ORGANIZATIONS 


Zeitgeist Arts 

Café - Cinema - Theater 
"Let us entertain you!” 

Zeitgeist Arts Building 

222 E. Superior St. 

Duluth, MN 

(218) 722-9100 Café 

(218) 722-7300 Cinema 

(218) 336-1414 Theater 


www.zeitgeistarts.com 
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EDUCATION 


Minnesota Online High School 

Small statewide, public online high school 
open to any Minnesota resident in grades 
9 through 12. 

1313 5th St. SE, Ste. 300 

Minneapolis, MN 

(800) 764-8166 


www.mnohs.org 


EVENTS 


Minneapolis Bike Tour 

Annual bike ride in September supporting 
Minneapolis Parks. 

Fully supported route, refreshments and 
music in finish area. 

2117 W. River Rd. 

Minneapolis, MN (612) 230-6400 
www.minneapolisbiketour.com 
mplsbiketour@minneapolisparks.org 


FITNESS 


YWCA of Minneapolis 

Healthy Me. Healthy Community. Serving 
men, women and families. Fitness locations 
in Downtown, Midtown, Uptown. 

1130 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 332-0501 


www.ywcampls.org 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 
GLBTCALLITQUITS.COM 


If you're ready to quit smoking, 
we're here to support you. 


(866) 434-9736 


Park Nicollet 

Park Nicollet Health Services offers the 
personalized care 

and support you deserve for your health, 
healing and learning. 

3850 Park Nicollet Blvd. 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 

(952) 993-3123 

www.parknicollet.com 
www.tacebook.com/parknicollet 


Rainbow Health Initiative 

Working to improve the health of LGBTQ 
Minnesotans through education, clinical 
practice, outreach, and advocacy. RHI is 
the lead agency for the MN Tobacco-ree 
Lavender Communities. 

611-A West Lake Street 

Minneapolis, MN 

(877) 499-7744 
www.rainbowhealth.org 

www.mntlc.org 


Sexual Health Empowerment (S.H.E.) 
Clinic 

Uninsured? Underinsured? Sexual health 
services for female-bodied, queer-identified 
individuals provided on a sliding fee scale. 
33 South 5th St. 

Minneapolis, MN (612) 332-2311 


www.midwesthealthcenter.org 


HISTORICAL 


Minnesota History Center 

History comes to life with permanent and 
changing exhibits, concerts, lectures, family 
days and other special events. Featuring 
Cafe Minnesota, museum shops and the 
Minnesota Historical Society Library. 

345 Kellogg Blvd W. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 259-3000 


www.minnesotahistorycenter.org 


Historic Fort Snelling 

Experience life at a U.S. outpost on the 
bluffs of the Minnesota and Mississippi 
Rivers. 

200 Tower Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(612) 726-1171 


www.historicfortsnelling.org 


James J. Hill House 

Marvel at the 19th-century opulence and 
grandeur of Summit Avenue’s most stately 
mansion. 


240 Summit Ave 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 297-2555 
www.mnhs.org/hillhouse 

Minnesota State Capitol 

Discover the architectural masterpiece by 
Cass Gilbert and the home of Minnesota's 
state government. 


75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
St. Paul, M 
(651) 296-2881 


www.mnhs.org/statecapitol 


LIBRARY 

Quatrefoil Library 

Your GLBT Library with stacks of DVDs, 
books, and magazines. 

Check out our online catalogue. 

1619 Dayton Ave., No. 105 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 641-0969 


www.qlibrary.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 
Radio K 770 


Radio K is the award-winning student-run 
radio station of the University of Minnesota 
330 21st Ave. S. 

610 Rarig Center 

University of Minnesota 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-3500 


www.radiok.org 


MUSEUM 


Science Museum of Minnesota 
The Science Museum is the Upper 
Midwest's must-see, must-do museum. 
120 W. Kellogg Blvd 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 221-2547 
http://www.smm.org/tut 


Mill City Museum 

Raw power, dramatic views and hands-on 
fun propels you through this architecturally 
stunning riverfront landmark. 

704 S. 2nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 341-7555 


www.millcitymuseum.org 


Walker Art Center 

Internationally recognized as a leading 
venue for the presentation of the art of our 
time. 

1750 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 375-7600 


www.walkerart.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Brazen Theatre 

Plays, musicals, cabaret and other 
entertainment for adventurous audiences. 
See individual ads for venue 

(612) 991-8729 


www.brazentheatre.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 

Orpheum, State and Pantages Theatres 
Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 673-0404 


www.HennepinTheatreDistrict.org 


History Theatre 


Plays and musicals that illuminate the broad 


American experience, 
celebrating local legends, rock 
icons, and everyday people. 
30 East 10th Street 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 292-4323 


www.HistoryTheatre.com 


Illusion Theater 

Nationally renowned for developing artists 
and new work while sparking conversation 
about challenging human issues. 

528 Hennepin Ave., 8th Fl. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-4944 


www.illusiontheater.org 


Jungle Theater 

Professional theater producing 
contemporary and dassie works in an 
intimate setting in the Lynlake neighborhood. 
2951 Lyndale Ave. S. Minneapels; MN 
(612) 822-7063 


www.JungleTheater.com 


Minneapolis Musical Theatre 
“Giving Voice to the Human Experience” - 

New and Rarely-Seen Musicals. 

8520 W. 29th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 605-3298 


www.aboutmmt.org 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Led by Music Director Osmo Vänskä, the 
Minnesota Orchestra, one of America's 
leading symphony orchestras. 

1111 Nicollet Mall Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 371-5656 (800) 292-4141 


www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Minnesota Philharmonic Orchestra 
An instrumental voice for the GLBT 
community, the MPO presents innovative, 
high quality orchestral performances. 
P.O. Box 6116 

Minneapolis, 
(612) 656-5676 


www.mnphil.org 


Mixed Blood Theatre 
1501 S. 4th St. 
Minneapolis, MIN 

(612) 338-0937 


www.mixedblood.com 


Mu Performing Arts 

Is the 2nd largest pan-Asian performing 
arts organization in the U.S., and is home 
to Theater Mu, an Asian American theater 
company, and Mu Daiko, a Japanese taiko 
drumming group. 

355 Wabosha St. N., Suite 140, St.Paul, 
MN 55102 

(651)789-1012 
http://www.muperforming arts.org 


Northrop - University of Minnesota 
A legacy of presenting diverse world-class 
dance and music artists. 

(612) 625-6600 


northrop.umn.edu 


Ordway Center for the Performing 
Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creatin 
performing arts and educational 
programs that enrich diverse audiences. 
845 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 


www.ordway.org 


Park Square Theatre 

Creating entertainment that matters; 
transporting you to unique worlds through 
exceptional talent and masterful stories. 
20 West Seventh PI. Saint Paul, MN 
(651) 291-7005 


www.parksquaretheatre.org 


Theater Latté Da 

Exploring and expanding the art of musical 
theater under the artistic direction of Peter 
Rohstein. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-3003 


www.latteda.org 


The Minnesota Opera 

America's most exciting opera company - 
tickets start at just $20. 

620 N. Ist St. 

Minneapolis, MN (612) 342-9550 


www.mnoperd.org 
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Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus 
An award-winning chorus that builds 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Suite 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 359.5ONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


University of Minnesota Theatre 
Arts and Dance 

Educating artists and audiences through a 
diverse mix of performances on both land 
and water. 

U of M Theatre 

330 21st Ave S, Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 624-2345 


www.theatre.umn.edu 


PETS/PET SERVICES 


Animal Humane Society 

Adoption, rescue, outreach, training, 
boarding. Buffalo, Coon Rapids, Golden 
Valley, St. Paul and Woodbury. 

(763) 432-4527 


www.animalhumanesociety.org 


Greyhound Pets of America- 
Minnesota 

Dedicated to finding homes for retired 
racing greyhounds. Greyhounds are calm, 
good-natured, and make excellent pets. 
info@gpa-mn.org 

www.gpa-mn.org 


POLITICS & RIGHTS 


Human Rights Campaign 

Advocates for all GLBT Americans, mobilizes 
rassroots action, invests strategically to elect 

fhirminded individuals. 

P.O. Box 50608 Minneapolis, MN 


www.twincities.hrc.org www.hrc.org 


Marry Me Minnesota 

Founded by same-sex couples suing the 
State for marriage equality. We welcome 
your support. 

P. O. Box 22256 

Robbinsdale, MN 

(763) 219-1206 


www.marrymeminnesota.org 


Minnesota Log Cabin Republicans 
Inclusion Wins. 

115 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 


www.mnlogcabin.org 


OutFront Minnesota 

Delivering programs/services in the area of 
public policy, anti-violence, education and 
training, and law. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste. 204 

Minneapolis, MN 

612) 822-0127 


www.outfront.org 


PRIDE 


Twin Cities Pride 

The third-largest national Pride celebration 
seeks sponsors, volunteers, and board 
members. Contact us today. 

2021 East Hennepin Ave, Ste. 460 
Minneapolis, MN 

612) 305-6900 


www.tcpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 


All God’s Children Metropolitan 
Community Church 

The radically inclusive GLBTQ community 
of faith. 

3100 Park Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-2673 


Www.agcmcc.org 


Central Lutheran Church 

We welcome all people to discover, 
celebrate and share the love of Christ. 
333 Twelfth St. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-4416 


www.centralmpls.org 
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Central Presbyterian Church 
Size isn't everything. Connections and 
intimacy of a small church in a majestic 
space. 

00 Cedar Street 
St. Paul, MN 55101 
(651) 224-4728 


www.cpcstpaul.org 


Edina Community Lutheran Church 
Upbeat, growing congregation committed 
to inclusion, justice, peace, community and 
proclaiming God's YES to all. 

4113 W. 54th St. 

Edina, MN 

(952) 926-3808 

www.eclc.org 

Hennepin Avenue United 
Methodist Church 

Take a Spiritual Journey With Hennepin's 
Faith Community Through Worship, 
Education, Fellowship, Service: and More. 
511 Groveland Ave. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 871-5303 


www.haumc.org 


The House of Hope Presbyterian 
Church, 

A covenant network congregation 
welcoming all people. 

797 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 227-6311 


www.hohchurch.org 


Mayflower Community Congre- 
ational United Church of Christ 
n open and affirming, peace with 

justice church welcomes yov. 

106 E. Diamond Lake Rd. 

(l-35 & Diamond Lake Rd.) 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-0761 


www.mayflowermpls.org 


New Harmony Church 

A new spiritual community at historic 
Wesley. Offering hope and encouragement 
to all people. An embracing congregation. 
Greg Renstrom, Minister. 

101 E. Grant St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

Office: (512) 871-3585 

Pastor: (612) 886-2863 


Plymouth Congregational Church, 
Minneapolis 

A Beacon of Liberal Theology. Progressive 
Christianity, Traditional Setting & Service, 
Social Action, The Arts & Music. 

1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 


www.plymouth.org 


you? 
Addte your pride! 
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animal humane society 


St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral 
Wherever you are on your faith journey... 
St. Mark’s Welcomes You. 

519 Oak Grove St. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 870-7800 


www.ourcathedral.org 


St. Paul-Reformation Lutheran Church 
with Wingspan Ministr 

+ PASTORAL CARE + EDUCATION + 
WITNESS + ADVOCACY + Outreach of 
St. Paul-Reformation Church to the СІВТОА 
Community. 

100 М. Oxford St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-3371 

www.stpaulref.org 

United Methodist Reconciling 
Churches 

Congregations around Minnesota that 
intentionally welcome all people regardless 
of sexual orientation or gender idenity. 
www.mnrcumc.org 


Westminster Presbyterian Church 

A Covenant Network Congregation, 
Working Toward a Church as Generous 
and Just as God's Grace. 

Nicollet Mall at 12th St. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 332-3421 


www.ewestminster.org 


RETIREMENT 


The Kenwood Retirement Community 
Our full service retirement community 
provides Independent, Assisted Living and 
Short Term apartment rentals. 

825 Summit Avenue, Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 374-8100 


www.thekenwood.net 


SOCIAL JUSTICE 


Community Shares of Minnesota 
Community Shares of Minnesota 
raises funds and awareness for 

local organizations fighting for justice 
and equality. 

1619 Dayton Avenue, Suite 323 
St.Paul, M 

(651) 647-0440 


changeisbetter.org 


SPORTS & RECREATION 


Twin Cities Goodtime Softball League 
(TCGSL) 

Join 500 GLBT softball players as we 
celebrate 32 years of gay softball in 
Minnesota. 

PO Box 580264 

Minneapolis, MN 


www.tcgsl.org 


STUDENT/CAMPUS/ALUMNI 


University of Minnesota GLBTA 
Programs Office 

Dedicated to improving campus climate by 
developing and supporting more inclusive 
understandings of gender and sexuality. 
46 Appleby Hall 

128 Pleasant St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-0537 


www.glbta.umn.edu 


TRAVEL 


Door County Visitor Bureau 

Your stories. Our setting. Like nowhere else. 
Door County, Wisconsin 

P.O. Box 406 

Sturgeon Bay, WI 

(800) 52-RELAX (7-3529) 


www.doorcounty.com 


Winneshiek County Convention & 
Visitors Bureau / Discover Decorah 
Refresh, rejuvenate, rekindle....whatever 
R&R you're up for, the Decorah area is the 
ultimate heaven 

507 West Water Street 

Decorah, IA 52101 

(800) 463-4692 


www.visitdecorah.com 


Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic Waterfront. 
Vibrant arts and dinning. Adventure. 
Hotels and В & B's. Attractions and 
Events. 

21 W. Superior Street. Suite 100 
218-722-4011-1-800-4-duluth 


www.visitduluth.com 


VISIT Milwaukee 

This is Milwaukee. 

648 N. Plankinton Ave., Suite 425 
Milwaukee, WI 

(800) 554-1448 


www.visitmilwaukee.org 


ZOOS 


Minnesota Zoo 

Open year-round. More than 2,400 
animals to explore. 

Numerous special events. 

13000 Zoo Blvd. 

Apple Valley MN 

(952) 431-9200 


www.mnzoo.org 


Community Connection Spotlight 
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Buffalo 
Coon Rapids 
Golden Valley 
St. Paul 
Woodbury 
www.animalhumanesociety.org 
(763) 522-4325 
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| MS. BEHAVIOR’! 


by Meryl Cohn 


Dear Ms. Behavior: 

About three months ago, my friend Kirk 
confessed his romantic feelings toward me. 
I adore Kirk and wish I felt the same. It's 
confusing, because when we're not together, 
I can imagine dating him. But when I'm in 
Kirk's physical presence, I can't conjure up 
any romantic or sexual feelings. 

Now I'm casually dating a few guys, and 
I've noticed that I've been avoiding telling 
Kirk. I don't know why I'm being evasive. 
Does it mean I secretly want Kirk? Can my 
friendship feelings for Kirk grow into roman- 
tic ones? 

—T. 


Dear T.: 

It's a sad fact that it's nearly impossible to 
manufacture chemistry. Sometimes friend- 
ships change to romantic relationships, but 


usually only when there's a bit of attraction 
from the start. If it were possible to ratio- 
nally select partners based on compatibility 
rather than the influence of pheromones and 
hormones, fewer insanely mismatched cou- 
ples would be subsidizing their therapist's 
second homes and their children's ortho- 
dontists. 

Maybe you're keeping your dating life a 
secret from Kirk to protect him from feeling 
rejected. Or, a shallower analysis might sug- 
gest that you want to maintain your role as 
the object of Kirk's attention. It's flattering 
to feel desired. You should tell Kirk about 
your dates. Maybe he'll withdraw from you 
for a while; he may not totally get over you 
until he gets a new boyfriend himself. But 
once Kirk does have a new boyfriend, feel- 
ings of competitiveness may trump the lack 
of chemistry and Kirk may become the most 


magnificent creature you've ever smelled. 


Dear Ms. Behavior: 

Ive been with the Love of My Life for 
about four months. At first, the sex was ten- 
tative, tender. Because I already loved her 
so much, I was terrified the first month we 
were together. A few times, I said I had an 
orgasm when I didn't - mostly when I had 
some incest feelings and didn't feel present 
enough to come. (I'm an incest survivor who 
has worked very diligently on recovery, but 
occasionally those feelings still rise up and 
slap me in the face.) I didn't think it was ex- 
actly romantic to say, "Honey, my father is 
here in bed with us." The thing is, my girl- 
friend had been very open and supportive 
and made me promise to tell her if I had 
any issues. She actually made me promise 
to never fake an orgasm - as if she could 
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look right inside ше and see what was go- 
ing on. Our sexual connection has deepened 
and I've been able to stay very present dur- 
ing sex. In fact, fake orgasms haven't been 
an issue at all. I recently confessed about 
those early few times and now my girlfriend 
is very upset. She feels betrayed and angry, 
and I don't blame her. I feel confused and 
miserable. What can I do to repair this dam- 
age and regain her trust? I want to promise 
to be completely honest, but I fear that total 
honesty might mean sometimes discussing 
my unsexy past trauma. What if this honesty 
kills our deepening sexual connection and 
makes her see me as damaged and gross? 
What should I do? 
—TRYING TO BE REAL 


Dear Trying To Be Real: 

Honesty doesn't kill a sexual connection. 
Lying does. You can repair the damage and 
regain your girlfriend's trust by being consis- 
tently truthful. You don't need to tell her the 
details of your traumatic past, but telling her 
when something keeps you from feeling en- 
gaged during sex will let you both feel closer, 
more trusting, and more present. 


Distracting thoughts come up for a lot of 
people during sex, even when incest isn't an 
issue. It's hard to feel connected unless you 
can ask for specific things you need, like, "I 
have to stop for a minute and look at you," or 
"Please get your knee off my windpipe." 

Your honesty won't make her see you 
as "damaged and gross." It will more likely 
make her feel tender toward you. 

Ms. Behavior doesn't think she needs to 
tell you not to fake any more orgasms, but it 
will also help if you make it a practice to not 
lie about anything. In fact, if your girlfriend 
asks you if you like her hideous new shoes, 
say, "No, I think they're hideous." If she asks 
if her snoring awakened you, don't pretend it 
didn't. If you're lucky enough to have found 
'The One, don't blow it. Be kind and clear and 
truthful, and she'll probably insist on staying 
with you forever. 


You're gonna 
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The Asshole Hypothesis 


ГМ WHAT YOU might consider an ex- 
pert on assholes. 


No, not that kind! 

I mean people assholes. 

Ugh, I mean people who are assholes. 
There we go. 


Some people think I’m one. Take, for in- 
stance, one of my first outings in Minneapo- 
lis. 

A little bit of background: I moved here 
almost two years ago and I love introducing 
myself to strangers (in the right setting)-Tve 
met some of my closest friends this way. 

Being new, I knew no one. To remedy 
this, I engaged my affinity for strangers and 
took to the bars, to networking events, to 
fundraisers and volunteer activities-any way 
I could meet friends. 

During one night at an establishment I 
now frequent all too frequently, as I walked 
around the bar smiling at all those Minne- 
sota boys, Red Bull-Vodka in hand, a rather 
feisty man stopped me. 

"[ just want to let you know," he said 
bitchily, “that you look real cute, but you 
look like a complete bitch." 

He rolled his eyes and left me standing in 
shock by a dimly lit pool table. 

I thought about dropping my drink for 
dramatic effect, but took a sip of it instead. 
That mother was $8. 

The bar suddenly felt empty. I wanted im- 


Does it take one to know one? 
pz 


mediately to return home to North Carolina, 
to a place where I had friends. Where what 
people thought didn't matter because you 
had people who loved you. 

In Minneapolis, it dawned on me in this 
moment that no one here loved me. I wasn't 
just in a strange city. I was alone in a strange 
city. 

Was it my hair? I have spikey hair. May- 
be that rubs people the wrong way here. I 
couldn't imagine anything else. I smiled at 
everyone I saw. I spoke to a few. I laughed at 
the bartender's silly jokes. I did everything 
an unbitch would do. 

I knew what an asshole was, too. 

I knew my ex was one the first time he 
hit on another boy in front of me. His later 
verbal abuse and threats of physical violence 
only confirmed it. Once, in one of his fre- 
quent fits of rage, he called me a *mistake." 
Über-asshole. 

His was an obvious case, though. There 
are more subtle examples. One acquain- 
tance, who proudly admits his assholiness, 
is what Га consider subtle. He's one of those 
people who, when you first meet, seems nice 
enough, but will suggest his life is superior 
to yours at every turn: (Excitedly) *Oh, you 
got fries with your meal! I haven't had fries in 
years! How long does it take you to burn that 
off at the gym? Do you ever go to the gym?" 

The assholes in life come in many breeds 
(I know many more-most of whom I've dat- 
ed). Here's my working list, in order of most 
intolerable: 

(1) Hypocritical A-Hole: if you're gonna 
be an asshole, you should really stick to 


your principles. 

(2) Two-Faced A-Hole: nothing's worse 

than a disingenuous person. A disingenu- 

ous asshole, though? Really? Isn't the 
whole point to be yourself without regard 
for others, or decency? 

(3) Go-for-the-Jugular A-Hole: this was 

my ex (and the lovely guy I met at the be- 

ginning of this column). Vicious! 

(4) Subtle A-Hole: they're sneaky bitches! 

(5) Wannabe A-Hole: these are socially 

awkward assholes who stumble on their 

criticisms of others. They're amusing to 
watch ramble. 

A common theme between all breeds 
of this socially magnetic animal: insecurity. 
There's gotta be something going on to 
make one waste energy on making other 
people miserable. 

This article isn't for you, Minnesota-9996 
of the people I've met in the Twin Cities are 
genuinely nice people. You embrace, per- 
haps most impressively, a sense of humility 
despite how great you are. I’m proud to call 
myself a resident of this area, and I hope 
you'll keep me in your heart for a long time 
to come. 

This article is for the Ice Queens who 
do exist. Think about what you say before 
you say it. Symptoms of assholiness include 
word vomiting. 

Oh, and to that one guy who called me a 
bitch: I promise I'm not. Unless, of course, it 
takes one to know one. O 


Keep in touch! Facebook.com/JustinJonesWriter 
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